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NOTES | 
Of the Early History of Germantown. 


[concLUDED FROM PacE 284. ] 


Reminiscenses. 


Old Mr. J. W. about the year 1720, purchased 500 
acres of land at 2s. per acre, adjacent to where his de- 
scendant now lives; when he afterwards sold much of it 
at £3 peracre, he thought he was doing wonders—some 
of it has since been worth 200 dollars to 300 per acre. 

The price of labour in and about Germantown 60 
years ago, was 3s. a day in summer, and 2s.6. in winter. 
The price of hickory wood was 10s. to 11s. per cord, 
and oak was 8s. to 9s. Hickory now sells at $8, and oak 
at $6, and has been $2 higher. 

In 1738, a county tax was assessed of 14d. per pound 
on the city and county, (including Germantown) for 
“‘wolves and crows destroyed, and for assembly men’s 
Wages” at 5s. per day. 

The blackbirds formerly were much more numerous 
than now; a gentleman mentioned to me that when he 
was a young man, he once killed at one shot, (with mus- 
tard seed shot) 119 birds which he got; some few of the 
wounded he did not get; they had alighted in an oat 
field after the harvest, and he was concealed in a near 
hedge and shot them as they rose on the wing; there 
was a law in 1700, made to give 3d. per dozen for the 
heads of black birds, to destroy them. 

A person, now 63 years of age, relates to me that he 
well remembers seeing colonies of Indians of 20 to 30 
persons, often coming through the town and sitting 
down in Logan’s woods, others on the present open 
field, S. E. of Lorain’s place. They would then make 
their huts and stay a whole year at 4 time, and make and 
sell baskets, ladles, and tolerably good fiddles. He has 
seen them shoot birds and young squirrels there with 
their bows and arrows, Their huts were made of four 
upright saplins with crotch limbs at top. The sides and 
tops were of cedar bushes and branches. In these they 
lived in the severest winters; their fire was on the 
groundand in the middle of the area; at that time wild pi- 
geons were very numerous, in flocks of a mile long, and 
it was very common to shoot 20 or 30 of them at a shot. 
They then caught rabbits and squirrels in snares. 


The superstition then was very great about Ghosts 
and Witches. “ Old Shrunk,” as he was called, (George 
S$. who lived to be 80) was a great conjuror, and numer- 
ous persons from Philadelphia and elsewhere, and some 
even from Jersey, came often fo him to find out stolen 
goods and to get their fortunes told. They believed he 
could make any thieves who came to steal from his orch- 
ard, ‘* stand,” if he saw them, even while they desired 
to run away. They used to consult him where to go 
and dig for money, and several persons, whose names I 
suppress, used to go and dig for hidden treasures, of 
nights. On such occasions if any one ‘ spoke,’’ while 
digging, or ran, from “fervor,” without “the magic 
ring,” previously made with incantation round the 
place, the whole influence of the “spell,” was lost.— 
Dr. De Witt, too, a sensible man, who owned and dwelt 
in the large house, since the Rev. Dr. Blair’s, as well as 
old Mr. Frailey, who also acted as a physician, and was 





really pretty skilful; were both U e Doctors, (ac- 
| cording to the superstition then so prevalentin Europe) 
and were renowned also as conjurors. Then thé ¢ows 
and horses; and even children got strange diseases, and 
if it baffled ordinary medicines, or Indian cures and 
herbs; it was not unusual to consult those persons for 
relief, and their prescriptions which heated them, as re- 
sulting from witchcraft, always gave relief! Doctor 
Frailey dwelt in a one story house Very ancient, tow 
standing in the school house lane. On each side of his 
house, were lines of German poetry painted in oil colouts 
(some of the marks are even visible now); those on one 
side have been recited to me, viz. 


Translated thus: 


Let the envious envy me 

Let the hateful hate me 

What God has given me 

By man shall not be let—(¢. é 
hindered.) 


An idea was very prevalent, especially near the Dela- 
ware and Schuylkill waters, that the pirates of Black 
Beard’s day had deposited treasure in the earth. The 
fancy was, that sometimes they killed a prisoner and in- 
terred him with if, tomake his Ghost keep his visits 
there and guard it: Hence it was not rare to hear of 
persons having’ seen a sphoke or ghost, or of having 
dreamed of it a plurality of times, which became a strong’ 
incentive to dig there. To procure the aid of a pro- 
fessor in the black art was called Hexing; and Shronk 
in particular had great fame therein. He affected to’ 
use a diviner’s rod (a witch-hazel); with a peculiar angle 
in it, which was supposed to be self-turned in the hands, 
when approached to any minerals; some use the same 
kind of, rod now to feel for hidden waters, so as to dig 
for wells. The late Col. T. F. used to amuse himself 
much with the credulity of the peoples He pretended 
he could Hex with a hazel rod, and often he has had su- 
perstitious persons to come and offer him shares in 
spoils, which they had seen a sphoke upon! he even 
wrote and printed a curious old play,* to ridicule the 
thing. Describing the terror of a midnight fright in dig- 
ging, he makes one of the party to tell his wife, 

‘* My dearest wife, in all my life 

Ich neber was so fritened; 

De spirit come and Ich did run _ ; . 
"Twas juste like tunder, mid de lightening.” 


Las neider neiden 
Las hasser hasserr 
Was Gott, mier gibt 
Mus man mier lasser 


Mr. K. aged 78, and his wife nearly the same agey 
mentioned to me, that in their youthful days they used 
to feel themselves, as if at double or treble the distance 
they now do from Philadelphia, owing to the badness 
and Ioneliness of the roads; they then regarded a ride 
to the city as a serious affair. The road before it 
was turnpiked, was extremely clayey and mirey, and 
in some places, especially at Penn’s Creek, there was 
a fearful quicksand. S 

In those times the sleighing used to continue for 2 or 
3 months in the winter, and the pleasure parties from 
the city used to put up and have dances at old Mack- 
inett’s tavern, where his son now hives. It was then 
very common for sailors to come out in summer to have 


———- 


* A copy of it is iq the Athensum library. 
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frolics, or mirth and refreshments at the inns. The 
young men also made great amusement of shooting at a 
target. They used ho wagons then in going to market, 
but the women usually went, and rode a horse with two 
paniers slung on each side of him. The women too 
carried baskets on their heads, and the men wheeled 
wheel-barrows—being six miles to market! Then the 
people, especially man and wife, rode to church, fune- 
rals and visits, both on one horse; the women sat ona 
pillion behind the man. Chairs or chaises were then 
unknown to them; none in that day ever dreamed to 
live to see such improvements and luxury 4s they now 
witness. 

The first carriage of the coach kind they ever saw or 
heard of belonged to judge Allen,* who had his country 
seat at the present Mount Airy college; it was of the 
Phzton or Landaw kind, having a seat in front for chil- 
dren, and was drawn by four black horses: he was of 
course a very opulent man, and a grandee in his genera- 
tion. The country seats then were few. Penington 
had his country house where Chew’s now stands, and 
the present kitchen-wings of Chew’s house, sufficed for 
the simplicity of gentlemen of those days. Another 
country house was Shoemaker’s, and is the same now 
forming the kitchen house, &c. of Mr. Duval’s place, 
near his mansion house, built for Col. T. Forrest. In 
their early days, all the better kinds of houses had baleo- 
nies in the front, in which, at the close of the day, it was 
common to see the women at most of the houses sitting 
and sewing or knitting; at that time the women went to 
their churches generally in short gowns and petticoats, 
and with check or white flaxen aprons. The young 
men had their heads shaved, and wore white caps; in 
summer they went without coats, wearing striped trow- 
gers, and barefooted; the old Friends wore Wigs. 

In their day every house was warmed in winter by 
= jamb stoves,” and Mr. Sower of Germantown, (the 
printer) cast the first stoves thus used perhaps in the U. 
8. They were cast at Lancaster; none of them afte now 
up and in use; but many of the plates are often seen ly- 
img about the old houses as door steps, &¢. A jamb 
stove was sect in the chimney jamb, (or side) in the | 
kitchen fire-place; it was made something like the box | 
form of the nt ten plate stoves, but without a pipe 
or oven, and it passed through the wall of the chimney 
‘back into the adjoining sitting-rooms, so as to present 
its back end (opposite the fire door)in that room. The 

late used to be made sometimes red hot; but still it was 

t a poor means of giving out heat, and could not have 
answered but for their then hardy constitutions and the 
general smallness of their rooms in that day.——Mr. K. 
told me that when he was about 13 years old, Betty 
Chandler of Burlington, then 82 years of age, used to 
visit his fathers house, and used to say she had seen Phi- 
ladelphia before Penn and his colony came in 1682.— 
She said it was a great place to gather blackberries and 
huckleberries; she said there was a great place for 
shooting wild ducks in a pond or marsh near where the 
old court house at Second and High street is; [no doubt 
alluding to that great low ground and deep pond which 
long within the memory of some of the present aged 
citizens existed, back of Christ’s church and the Baptist 
meeting, and extenditig from Church Alley to Arch 
street. I have conversed with old men who remember- 
ed skaiting upon it 60 to 70 years ago, and when the 
present Reuben Haines, Esq. was building his store at 
112 feet west from Second street, in his Tot adjoining 
Christ church on the north side, he was obliged to dig 
24 feet for a foundation, and at 14 feet deep he came to 
to an old subterrene horse stall. } 

Mr. K. remembers very well, that when he wasa lad, 
there was yet a little company of Delaware Indians, (say 
25 or 30 persons) then hutted and dwelling on the low 
grounds of Philip Kelly’s manufactory ground. There 





* There were three or four earker carriages in Philadel- 
phia, viz. Norris, Logan, and Shippen. 











was then a wood there through all the low ground, 
which now forms his meadow ground and mill race 
course. Some of the old Indians died and were buried 
in Concord burying ground, adjoining Mr: Duval’s 
place. After they were dead the younger Indians all 
moved off in a body, when Keyser was about 14 or 15 
years of age. Indian Ben among them was celebrated 
as a great fidler, and every body was familiar with Indian 
Isaac. 

In going to the city there was a thick woods on the 
south west side of the turnpike below Me ay hill, 
(where Arimat’s house now called Logan’s 
swamp and woods. The road then went on the low 
ground to the south westward of said hill and house, at 
Penn’s Creek, (or 3 mile run, now Albanus Logan’s 
place) and at the opposite side of Norris’s place began 
a deep lofty wood, which extended on both sides of the 
road nearly into the suburbs, and from thence the woods 
continued many miles up the Delaware. There was 
then no inlet into the city but by the Front street road. 
The Second and Third street were not then formed. 

On the 20th of October, 1746, a great public fair was 
held at Germantown. 

In 1762, the Paxton Boys from near Lancaster halted 
at the market square, preparatory to their intended in- 
vasion of Philadelphia, to kill the friendly Indians shel- 
tered there; they yielded to negociation and went home 
—there were several hundred of them. 

Rittenhouse, the celebrated philosopher, as well as 
Godfrey, the inventor of Hadley’s quadrant, were of 
Germantown. The latter lies buried on the farm next 
to Roberts’s mill. Captain Miller who was basely killed 
at Fort Washington, after its surrender, was of German- 
town. 

The old road of Germantown continued in a ine with 
the first bank of Germantown to the 8. W. of the pre- 
sent; ran near the poor house, by S. Harveys,up through 
R. Haines’s low lands, and came out by the Concord 
school house, by the Washington, or Abingdon lane.— 
Some of the logs now lie sound under ground, back 
of Justice Johnsons, on which the road runs by the 
swamp. 

The quantity of Indian arrow heads, spears, and hatch- 
still ploughed up in the fields are very great. I have 
ets, all of flint, and attached to wooden or wythe handles, 
seen some of a heap of 200 together, in a circle of the 
size of a bushel; some of them, strange to tell, are those 
taken from chalk beds and not at all like the flint of our 
country. 

The creek on which Wm. L. Fisher’s mill stands is 
the head of Frankford Creek, and was called by the In- 
dians Wingohocking. The creck at Albanus Logans call- 
ed Penn’s Creek, was called T'umanaxamaming, and 
goes out at the upper end of Kenna 

Anthony Johnston, who died in 1823, aged 78, when 
a lad, saw a large bear come across the road in day time 
from Chew’s ground, then a wood; he has seen abund- 
ance of wild turkies, and has often heard the wolves 
how] at night near his fathers house; the one rebuilt at 
the corner of ‘S. Harveys lane. The woods then came 
up near the house. He has seen several deer in the 
woods, but they were fast going off when he was young. 
Near that same house, when the old road passed in the 
swamp behind it, his father told him he once saw six 
wolves in day time. 

After James Logan’s house was built, in 1728, at Ster- 
ton, a bear of large size came and leaped over the gar- 
den fence there. 

Jacob Keyser, now 68, tells me that he and others 
pursued and killed a small bear, about 50 years ago, on 
orie of the backlots; it was however then matter of sur- 
prise and sport. 

Mr. Keyser remembers that a Mr. Axe, in his time, 
killed a bear on Samuel Johnson’s place, not far from 
the Wissahiecon. Foxes and raccoons were then quite 

lenty. 
F Only about 40 years ago a flock of six wild turkies 
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came to Enoch Rittenhouse’s mill, and remained about | cans in the following order: Washington with the divi- 


there till his family shot the whole of them; and last win- 
ter, (1822) they shot a lynx there. 

In 1721, a Bear was killed in Germantown, and s0 

blished, and two more nearer to Philadelphia. 

In the house where Reuben Haines now lives, built by 
Dirk Johnson, a chief and his 20 Indians have been shel- 
tered and entertained. 

Anthony Johnson, when a boy, has seen near 200 In- 
diansat a time on the present John Johnson’s place, ina 
woods in the hollow adjoining to the wheelwrights shop. 
They would remain there a week at a time, and would 
make and sell baskets, ladles, fiddles, &c, He used to 
remain hours with them and see their feats of agility — 
They would go oyer fences without touching them, in 
nearly a horizontal attitude, and yet alight on their nim- 
ble feet. They would also do much at shooting of 
marks. One Edward Keimer imitated them so closely 
as to execute all their exploits. Beaver and beaver 
dams A. Johnson has often seen. 

The earliest settlers used to make good linens and 
vend them in Philadelphia, They were also distinguish- 
ed, even till modern times, for their fabric of German- 
town Stockings. This fact induced the bank of Ger- 
mantown to adopt a seal, with such a loom upon it.— 
The linen sellers and weavers used to stand with the 
goods for sale on the edge of the pavement in Market 
street, on the north side, near to Second street corner. 
The cheapness of imported stockings is now ruining 
their business. _ 

An obituary notice in the Gazette of the 6th of March, 
1823, (we had two years ago a newspaper in German- 
town) illustrates the former savage state of our woods, 
viz. ‘* Samuel Jeffries died the 28th February, in the 
borough of West Chester, (only 17 miles from Philade]- 
phia) in the 87th year of his age; he was one of the 

ew who could remember so long back as the time when 
Deer were plenty in Chester county; when a hunter 
occasionally killed a bear, and when a few of the native 
Indians still inhabited the original fields ; he was fol- 
lowed to his grave by his brother, now aged 92. 

Professor Kalm, who visited Germantown in 1748, 
says: “The inhabitants were so numerous, that the 
street was always full.” 

Old Mr. W. ‘in 1718 or 20, shot a stout deer between 
Germantown and Philadelphia, and the rifle he used is 
now in possession of his dson. 


sions of Sullivan and Wayne, flanked by Genl. Thomas 
Conway’s brigade, entered the town by Chesnut Hill 
road. Genl. Armstrong with the Pennsylvania militia, 
attacked the left and rear, near Schuylkill. The divi- 
sion of Genls. Green and Stephens flanked by General 
M‘Dougall’s brigade, were to enter by taking a cingmit 
at the market house, and attack the right wing, 
militia of Maryland and Jersey, under Gens. Smallwood 
and Freeman, were to march by the old York road and 
fall upon the rear of the right. General Sterling with 
Genls. Nash and Maxwell’s brigade, formed a corps of 
reserve. Admirably as this attack was planned, it fail- 
ed from those fortuitous events in w over which 
General Washington had no possible control. Lieut. 
Col. Musgrave, of the British army, as the Americans 
advanced threw himself, with six companies of the 40th 
regiment, into Chew’s large stone house which stood full 
in front of the main body of the Americans, Musgrave, 
before the battle, encamped back of Chew’s house in 
excellent huts, and Col. Websters regiment, (33d) lay 
back of John Johnson’s in huts also; they were as regu- 
lar and neat as atown, General Read was for p 

on immediately, but this was opposed by Genl. Knox as 
against all military rule, to leaye an enemy-in a fort in 
the rear. Thus in attempting to induce the surrender 
of Lieut. Col. Musgrave, the precious moments were 
lost, and gave Genls. Grey, Grant and Agnew, (who 
dwelt in Germantown) time to come up with a rein- 
forcement. Much blame, too, was attached to Gen, §,’s 
division, who was said to have been intoxicated, and to 
have so far misconceived and broken his orders as 
to have been afterwards tried and broken. The morn- 
ing was exceedingly foggy, which would have greatly 
favoured the Americans, had not those, as well as part 
of Green’s column remained thus inactive. Col. Ma» 
thews, of Green’s pmonannen? ey we ope and 
routed the parties o ed to him, and too prison- 
ers; but, Soon h ee toes he lost sight of his brigade, 
and was himself taken prisoner with his whole regiment, 
(on P, Kelly’s hill) and his prisoners released. Green 
and Stephens’s division, formed the last column of the 
retreating Americans. Count Pulaski’s cavalry 

their rear. Washington retreated to Skippack creek 


| —his loss amounted to 152 killed, and 521 wounded, 


upwards of 400 were made prisoners, amongst whom 
were 54 officers. General Nash of North Carolina was 


John Seelig predicted mens’ lives when requested, | slain (a ball struck him and broke his thigh as he rode, 


by the rules of nativities; and he had a mysterious cane and the same ball drove the brains of his aid (Wother- 
or rod, which he commanded to be cast into the Schuyl- | spoon*) against the present Sadler’s house, near the 


kill in his last sickness, and which, as the tradition goes, | front corner; it was formerly Walker’s Inn in Beggar’s 


exploded therein! Kelpius too kept his diary by noting 
the signs of the Zodiac. 

Doctor Witt left all his property to strangers by the 
name of Warmer, saying, they had been kind to him on 
his arrival, in bestowing him a hat in place of his, lost on 
ship board. 


Newspaper. 

The Germantown eae by ©. Sower, was print- 
ed but once a quarter, and began in the year 1739, and 
what was curious, he cast his own types and made his 
ownink! It eventually was printed monthly; but from 
and after the year 1744, it was printed every week, un- 
der the title of the “Germantown Gazette,” by C. 
Sower, junr. and was not discontinued till some time 
in the war. A copy of these papers would be a kind 
gift to the Germantown Library. Sower published first 
in the United States, a quarto Bible, in German. 


Battle of Germantown. 


Germantown was a place of great interest during the 
war of the revolution, and at the celebrated battle there. 
It occurred on the morning of the 4th of October, 1777. 
The main body of the British army under Gens. Howe, 
Grey, Grant and Agnew, were attacked by the Ameri- 


town. 

The cannon which assailed Chew’s house, were plant- 
ed in front of the present John Johnson’s house; Chew’s 
house was so battered that it took 4 or 5 carpenters a 
whole winter to repair and replace the fractures. The 
front door was replaced and was filled with shot holes— 
it is still preserved there. ; 

A cousin of mine who was intimate with General 
Washington’s aid de camp, told me that he told him he 
had never heard the General utter an oath till that day, 
and then he seemed deeply mortified and indignant, and 
expressed an execration at General S—— as a drunken 
rascal, 

The daughter of Benj. Marshall, Esq. at whose house 
Gen. Washington stopped after the battle, told me he 
reached there in the evening, and would only take 9 
dish of tea, and pulling out the Aalf of a biscuit, assured 
the family, the — half was all the food he had taken 
since the preceding day. 

The esbessl ccieion thing was, that but for the delay 
at Chew’s house, our armies must have been victorious, 
and we should have been sufficiently avenged for our 
losses the preceding month at the battle of Brandywine, 


* He was buried in the Lutheran ground, and has a 
head stone. 
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and would have probably caused the British to evacuate 
Philadelphia. But Gen. Wilkinson in his late memoirs, 
who has described minutely the battle therein, and was 
but a few years ago here on the spot, examining the 
whole ground, has published his entire conviction that 
it was a kind providence, which overruled the disaster for 
oug good: for had we been successful and pushed on for 

eity, Gen. Howe was coming on with a force suffi- 
cient to have captured or destroyed the whole Ameri- 
can army. He states, that Washington relied on infor- 
mation from a deserter, that Howe intended a movement 
of his troops towards Fort Mifflin, which unknown to 
Gen. Washington he had countermanded, and so ena- 
bled him to come out in full force. 


There were as many as 20,000 British, &c. in and 
about the town under Gen. Howe. He was a fine large 
man and looked considerably like Gen. Washington: he 
lived in the present Perot’s house, and walked abroad 
in plain clothes in a very unassuming manner. Gen. 
Grant occupied the house now Jacob Bruner’s, near the 
lane. The artillery lay on the high ground in rear of 
the Poor house; two regiments of Highlanders half a 
mile in the rear of Reuben Haines’s house: and the Hes- 
sians lay on the Ridge Hil/ above Peter Robeson’s, near 
the road; all the infantry were on the commons about 
where J. Price’s seat now is. 

In the time of the battie Gen. Howe came as far as the 
market square, and staid there giving his commands, 
Gen. Agnew rode on at the head of his men, and when 
he came as far as the wall of the Menonist grave yard, 
he was then shot by Hans P. Boyer who lay in ambush, 
and took deliberate aim at his star on the breast: he fell 
from his fine horse, and was carried to Mr. Wistar’s 
house where he died in his front parlour. He was a 
yery civil and gentlemanly man. The man who killed 
him was not an enlisted soldier, and died not long since 
in the poor house. 


At that same place is a rising hill, at which the severest 
of the firing and battle was waged, except what occur- 
red so disasterously for us at Chew’s house. The British 
advanced no farther than the said hill on the road, until 
after the retreat. 


Several have told me who saw the dead and dying 
after the action, lying on the ground there, that some in 
their last moments were quite insane: but all who could 
speak were in great thirst from anguish, &c. In Samuel 
Keyser’s garden many bodies were lying: and in the 
rear of Justice Johnson’s, Genl. Morgan of the rifle corps 
came up with a small body after the action was supposed 
to be closed, and very daringly and unexpectedly killed 
19 Hessians and an officer there, all of whom were bu- 
ried there, save the officer who was next day removed 
to the city. Boys were suffered to get very near the 
combatants on the flanks. Benj. Lehman was one, who 
has told me, there was no order, no ranks after the first 
fire, and soon every face was as black as negroes about 
the mouth and cheeks from biting off the cartridges; 
and British officers, especially aids-de-camp rode at full 
rate up and down through the men with entire uncon- 
cern as torunning overmen. The ranks however gave 
way. 

‘When the British burned 17 houses at one time, be- 
tween Philadelphia and Germantown, in retaliation 
for some aggressions made they said, by Col. Ayres, 
from some of those houses, they ordered Stenton house 
to be included: two men came to execute it, they told 
the housekeeper there to take out her private things— 
while they went to the barn for straw to fire it, a British 
officer rode up, inquiring for deserters—with much pre- 
sence of mind she said, they had just gone to the barn 
to hide themselves in the straw—off he went, crying 
gome out you rascals, and run before me back to camp. 
In vain they protested, and alleged their commissions, 
and thus Logan’s venerable house was spared. This 
house was built in 1727--8, by James Logan, secretary 
for Penn, and in which he resided; it was a palace-like 


structure in that day, and was surprisingly well built. 
Gen. Howe staid part of his time there. 

A fence is now standing of cedar boards in Peter 
Keyser’s yard, which is yery much perforated with mus- 
ket bullets in the time of the battle. 

On the 19th of October, the British army removed 
from Germantown to Philadelphia, as a more convenient 
place for the reduction of Fort-Island. 

After the battle the British Surgeons made use of the 
present Reuben Haines’s hall as a room for amputating 
and other hospital operations requiring prompt care; 
and the Americans who were wounded were carried to 
the hill where Thomas Armatt’s house is, and were there 
temporarily attended by Surgeons, previously to being 
sent to the hospital in the city. 

Major Bennett informed me, that Col. Nash, Col. 
White, Col. Boyd, and another officer killed of the 
Americans, were all taken to near Montgomery square, 
and buried side by side at Baptist Meeting-house. Col. 
White died on the litter. 

Capt. Turner of N. Carolina, and Major Irvine, and 
six men, were all buried in one grave, at the east corner 
of the burying ground by Keyser’s. 

On the N.E. side of three mile run (Fox Chase Inn 
now) was a wood in time of the war. In them were 3Q 
Oneida Indians, and 100 of Morgan’s riflemen, who rais- 
ed a war whoop and frightened Lord Carthcart when in 
aconference with M‘Lane. 

Having thus stated facts as related by ourselves, I shall 
here give an abstract from Gen. Howe’s report of the 
same battle, to wit: 

The British account of the Battle at Germaniown.— 
‘*The Americans having received a reinforcement of 
1500 men from Peeks-Kil, and 1000 men from Virginia, 
and presuming the British were weakened by detach- 
menis, thought it a favourable time to risk an action. 
They accordingly marched all night from their camp at 
Skippack to Germantown, a village of two miles long. 
The 2d battalion and 40th regiment lay in a line trans- 
verse with this place near a mile from the head of it. In 
this line of encampment, Lt. Gen. Knyphausen, Major 
Gens, Stern and Grey, Brig. Gen. Agnew, with 7 British 
and 3 Hessian battalions, the mounted and dismounted 
chasseurs, were upon the left of the yillage, extending 
to the Schuylkill, the chasseurs being.n front. 

**Major Gen. Grant and Brig. Gen. Matthews, with 
the corps of guards, six battahons of British and two 
squadrons of dragoons were upon the right. The first 
battalion of light infantry, and the Queen’s American 
rangers were advanced in the front of this wing. 

** At 3 o’clock of the morning of the 4th the patroles 
discovered the enemy’s approach, and the army was 
immediately under arms. Soon after the break of day 
the Americans began their attack upon the 2d light in- 
fantry which was supported by the 40th regiment. As 
these were overpowered they retired into the village, 
when Lieut. Col. Musgrave with 6 comps. of the 40th 
regiment, threw themselves into Chew’s stone house, 
which although surrounded by a brigade and attacked 
by four pieces of cannon, he gallantly defended until 
Major Gen. Grey at the head of 3 battalions of the 3d 
brigade, turning his front to the village, and Brig. Gen. 
Agnew who covered Gen. Grey’s left, with the 4th bri- 
gade, by a vigorous attack repulsed the enemy that had 
penetrated the upper part of the village, which was done 
with great slaughter: the 5th and 55th regiments from 
the right engaging them at the same time, on the other 
side of the village, completed the defeat of the Ameri- 
cans in this quarter. 

‘* The regiments of Du Corps and Donop, being form- 
ed to support the left of the 4th brigade, and one bat- 
talion of Hessian grenadiers in the rear of the chasseurs 
were not engaged, the flight of the enemy preventing 
the .two first corps from entering into action, and the 
success of the chasseurs in repelling all efforts against 
—— on that side, did not call for the support of the 
atter, 
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“‘The first light infantry and pickets of the line in 
front of the right wing were engaged soon after the at- 
tack began.* ; 

** The pickets fell back: but the infantry being sup- 
ported by the 4th regiment, sustained the enemy’s at- 
tack with spirit, till the army’s approach, put in motion 
the two battalions of British and one of the Hessian gre- 
nadiers, with a squadron of Dragoons: and with these 
Gen. Howe (who was at Logan’s) arrived just as the 
Americans were forced out of the village. Placing him- 
self at the head of the troops, and with Major Gen. Grey 
(who commanded I presume until his arrival,) they fol- 
lowed the Americans 8 miles on the Skippack road. 

“The grenadiers from Philadelphia, who had run 
most of the way to join the action, did not arrive in time. 
The cavalry had little chance to charge. By the best 
accounts the Americans lost from 2 to 300 killed, 600 
wounded, and 400 prisoners. Among the killed was 
Gen. Nash and other officers. 

“ Brig. Gen. Agnew and Lt. Col. Bird are among the 
killed.¢ Lieut. Col. Walcot of the 5th regiment was 
wounded. The return of killed and wounded is stated 
to have been: 


Of British, killed 2 Lt. Cols. and 2 ensigns, and 66 
soldiers. 

Wounded 1 Lt, Col. 6 capts. 13 lieuts., 10 ensigns, 
and 416 soldiers. 

Missing 1 capt. Speke, and 13 soldiers. _ 

Of Hessians, wounded 1 serg., and 23 soldiers.” 

It is remarkable that the Americans should have lost 
§4 officers as prisoners—while capt. Speke was the only 
prisoner taken from the British! 

The British state no deaths of Hessians, although An- 
thony Johnson told me 19 were killed at the close of 
the action, and buried in the rear of the present Justice 
Johnson’s garden. 





* A British picket lay in the present yard of Philip 
Weaver, and several were shot and buried there. The 
most advanced picket stood at Mr. Airy’s and was 
wounded there. vada 

+ Gens. Agnew and Bird are both buried in the low- 
er burying ground, side by side, next to Mrs. Lamb’s 
grave stone, (S. W. side of it) at 10 feet from Rapp’s 
wall, in a line with the S. W. end of his stable. Gen. 
Agnew showed great kindness to the present old Mrs. 
Summers. Col. Bird died in Bringhurst’s big house, 
and said to the woman there, ‘‘ woman pray for me, I 
leave a widow and 4 children.” The present Burrill, 
whose father was grave-digger, told me he saw them 
buried there. 


STATISTICS OF COLLEGES IN 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


In the last number of the ‘ Quarterly Journal of the 
American Education Society,” there is commenced a 
Statistical Table of the Colleges in the U. S., from which 
we extract some particulars respecting those enumerat- 
ed in this state. 


Dickinson College, Carlisle, founded by Individuals in 
1783; President Rev. Wm. Neill, D. D. 


There are 6 Academic Instructors, 
22 Graduated in 1827. 
109 Under graduates, viz, 23 seniors. 
27 juniors. 
38 sophomores. 
21 freshmen. 
12 Students professing religion. 
6 Indigent students asssisted. 


© Jefferson College, Canonsburg, founded 1802 by the 
gtate, President Rev. Matthew Brown, D. D 




















There are 4 Academic Instructors. 
259 Have graduated of whom 245 are now 
living. 
120 Have been Ministers, of whom 111 are 
living. 
29 Graduated in 1827. 
1¢1 Under graduates, viz. 29 seniors. 
34 juniors. 
29 sophomores. 
9 freshmen. 
43 Students profess religion. 
9 Indigent students. 


The College library contains 500 volumes, and that of 
the students 1600 vols. 


Washington College, at Washington, founded in 1806 
by the state, President Rev. Andrew Wylie, D. D. 
' There are 3 Academic Instructors. 
135 Alumni of whom 125 are now living. 
26 Have been Ministers, 24 of them now 
living. 
11 Graduated in 1827. 
39 Under graduates, viz. 8 seniors. 
11 juniors. 
8 sophomores. 
12 freshmen. 
9 Students professing religion. 
3 do. are indigent. 


The College library contains 400 vols. 
brary 525. 


Western University, at Pittsburg, founded 1820 by 
the state, Principal, Dr. R. Bruce. 
There are 4 Academic Instructors. 
29 Alumni, all living. 
5 Ministers do. 
7 Graduated in 1827. 
50 Under graduates, viz. 9 seniors. 
f 10 juniors. 
14 sophomores, 
17 freshmen. 
7 Students professing religion. 
Students library contains 500 vols. 


Students li- 


Alleghany College, at Meadville, Pennsylvania, found- 


| ed in 1815, by Individuals. Rev. Timothy Alden, Pre- 
| sident. 


There are 2 Academic Instructors. 
10 Alumni, all living. 
12 Under graduates. 


| 1 Student professes religion. 


College library contains 7000 vols, 
| CHARTER OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


The boundaries ofthe province having been settled, 
| as we have seen by the proceedings published in the two 
| last numbers, a charter was obtained by Wm. Penn from 
King Charles the second, dated 4th of March 1681, and 


is as follows: 


* Charles, by the grace of God, King of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, &c. 
to all, to whom these presents shall come, Greeting: 

** Whereas our trusty and well-beloved subject Wil- 
liam Penn, Esquire, son and heir of Sir William Penn 
deceased, (out of a commendable desire to enlarge our 
British empire, and promote such useful commodities, 
as may be of benefit to us and our dominions, as also to 
reduce the savage natives, by just and gentle manners, 
to the love of civil society, and christian religion) hath 
humbly besought leave of us, to transport an ample co- 
lony unto a certain country, herein after described, in the 
parts of America, not yet cultivated and planted; and 
hath likewise so humbly besought our royal Majesty to 
give, grant and confirm all the said country, with cer- 
tain privileges and jurisdictions, requisite for the 
government and safety of the said country and solar, 
to him, and his heirs forever. 4 
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Section I. 





| within the limits aforesaid, clear of all charges. And of 


“Know ye, therefore, that we, (favouring the peti- | our further grace, certain knowledge, mere motion, We 


tion and good purpose of the said William Penn, and 
having regard to the memory and merits of his late fa- 
ther, in divers services, and particularly to his conduct, 
courage and discretion, under our dearest brother James 


Duke of York, in that signal battle and victory, fought | 


and obtained, against the Dutch fleet, commanded by 
the Heer Van Opdam, in the year 1665: In considera- 
tion thereof, of our special grace, certain knowledge, 
and mere motion) have given and granted, and, by this 
our present Charter, for us, our heirs and successors, do 
give and grant unto the said William Penn, his heirs and 
assigns, all that tract, or part, of land, in America, with 
the islands therein contained, as the same is bounded, 
on the east, by Delaware river, from twelve miles dis- 
tance northwards of New Castle town, unto the three 
and fortieth degree of northern latitude, if the said river 
doth extend so far northward, but if the said river shall 
not extend so far northward, then, by the sgid river, so 
far as it doth extend; and from the head of the said river, 
the eastern bounds are to be determined by a meridian 
line, to be drawn from the head of the said river, unto 
the said forty-third degree. The said land to extend 
westward five degrees in longitude, to be computed 
from the said eastern bounds; and the said lands to be 
bounded on the north by the beginning of the three and 
fortieth degree of northern latitude, and, on the south, 


by a circle, drawn at twelve miles distance from New | and his heirs shall assemble, 
Castle, northward and westward, unto the beginning of | him 


the fortieth degree of northern latitude; and then by a 
straight line westward to the limits of longitude above 
mentioned. 


Secrion IL. 


**We do also give and grant unto the said William 
Penn, his heirs and assigns, the free, and undisturbed 
use, and continuance in, and passage unto, and out of all 
and singular ports, harbours, bays, waters, rivers, isles 
and inlets, belonging unto, or leading to, and from, the 
country, or islands aforesaid, and all the soils, lands, 
fields, woods, underwoods, mountains, hills, fenns, isles, 
lakes, rivers, waters, rivulets, bays and inlets, situated, 
or being within, or belonging to, the limits, or bounds, 
aforesaid, together with the fishing of all sorts of fish, 
whales, sturgeon, and all royal, and other fishes, in the 
seas, bays, inlets, waters, or rivers, within the premises, 
and all the fish taken therein; and also all veins, mines, 
minerals and quarries, as well discovered as not discov- 
ered, of gold, silver, gemms, and precious stones, and all 
other whatsoever, be it stones, metals, or any other 
thing or matter whatsoever, found, or to be found, with- 
in the country, isles. or limits, aforesaid. 


Sectron II. 


*¢ And him, the said William Penn, his heirs and as- 
signs, we do by this our royal charter, for us, our heirs 
and successors, make, create and constitute the true and 
absolute proprietary of the country aforesaid, and all 
other the premises; saving always to us, our heirs and 
successors, the faith and allegiance of the said Wilham 
Penn, his heirs and assigns and of all other proprietaries, 
tenants and inhabitants, that are, or shall be, within the 


have thought fit to erect, and we do hereby erect, the 
aforesaid country and islands into a province and seigni- 
ory, and do call it Pensilvania, and so from henceforth 
will have it called. 


Section LV. 


| ** And, for as much as, we have hereby made and or- 
| dained the aforesaid William Penn, his heirs and assigns, 
| the true and absolute proprietaries of all the lands and 
| dominions aforesaid; Know ye, therefore, that we (re- 
| posing special trust and confidence in the fidelity, wis- 
'dom, justice and provident circumspection of the said 
William Penn) for us, our heirs and successors, do grant 
free, full and absolute power, by virtue of these pre- 
sents, to him and his heirs, to his, and their deputies and 
lieutenants, for the good and happy government of the 
said country, to ordain, make and enact, and, under his 


and their seals, to publish any laws whatsoever, for the 


raising of money for public uses of the said province, or 
| for any other end, appertaining either unto the public 
| State, peace, or safety of the said country, or unto the 
| private utility of particular persons, according unto their 
best discretion, by and with the advice, assent and appro- 
_ bation of the freemen of the said country, or the greater 
| part of them, or of their delegates, or deputies, whom, 
| for the enacting of the said laws, when and as often as 
| need may require, we will that the said William Penn, 
in such sort and form, as to 
and them shall seem best, and the same laws duly to 
execute, unto and upon all people, within the said 

country and limits thereof, 


Section VY. 


“* And we do likewise give and grant unto the said 
William Penn, and to his heirs, and their deputies and 

| lieutenants, full power and authority to appoint and es- 
| tablish any Judges and Justices, Magistrates, and other 
| officers whatsoever, (for the probates of wills, and for 


the granting of administration within the precincts afore- 


said, and with what power soever, and in such form, as 
‘to the said William Penn, or his heirs shall seem most 
/conyenient; also to remit, release, pardon and abolish 
_ (whether before judgment or after) all crime and offen. 
ces whatsoever, committed within the said country, 
against the laws, (treason and wilful and maliciuus mur- 
der only excepted, and, in those cases, to grant re- 
prieves, until our pleasure may be known therein) and 
to do alland every other thing and things, which unto, 
the complete establishment of justice, unto courts and 
| tribunals, forms of judicature, and manner of procgeed- 
| ings do belong, although, in these presents, express 
|mention be not made thereof; and by judges, by them 
| delegated, to award process, hold pleas, and determine, 
in all the said courts and tribunals, all actions, suits and 
causes whatsoever, as well criminal as civil, personal, 
real and mixt; which laws, so as aforesaid, to be publish- 
ed, our pleasure is, and so we enjoin, require and com- 
mand, shall be most absolute and available in law; and 
that all the liege people and subjects of us, our heirs 
and successors, do observe and keep the same inviola- 
bly in those parts, so far as they concern them, under 
the pain therein expressed, or to be expressed. Pro- 


territories and precincts aforesaid; and saving also unto | vided nevertheless, That the same laws be consonant tu 
us, our heirs and successors, the sovereignty of the afore- ‘reason, and not repugnant, or contrary, but, (as near as 
said country; to have, hold, possess and enjoy the said | conveniently may be) agreeable to the laws and statutes, 


tract of land, country, isles, inlets, and other the pre- | 


mises, unto the said William Penn, his heirs and assigns, 
forever, to be holden of us, our heirs and successors, 
kings of England, as of our castle of Windsor, in the 
county of Berks, in free and common soccage, by fealty 
only, for all services and not in capite, or by knight ser- 
vice: yielding and paying therefore to us, our heirs and 
successors, two beaver skins, to be delivered at our cas- 
tle of Windsor, on the first day of January, In every 
year; and also the fifth part of all gold, and silver ore, 
which shall, from time to time, happen to be found 


and rights of this our kingdom of England; and saving 
and reserving to us, our heirs and successors, the re- 
ceiving, hearing and determining of the appeal and ap- 
peals of all, or any person, or persons, of, in or belong- 
ing to the territories aforesaid, or touching any judg- 
ment to be there made, or given. 


Section VI. 


“ And, foras much as, in the government of so great 
a country, sudden accidents do often happen, where- 
| unto it will be necessary to apply remedy, before the 
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present and future, of us, our heirs and successors, (ex- 
cepting those, who shall be especially forbidden) to 
transport themselves and families unto the said country, 
with such convenient shipping, as, by the laws of this 
our kingdom of England, they ought to use, and with 
fitting provision; paying only the customs therefore due, 
and there to settle themselves, dwell and inhabit and 
plant, for the public, and their own private advantage. 
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freeholders of the said province, or their delegates, or 
deputies, can be assembled, tothe making of laws; nei- 
ther will it be convenient, that instantly upon every 
such occasion, so great a multitude should be called 
together; Therefore (for the better government of the 
said country) we will ordain, and by these presents, for 
us, our heirs and successors, do grant unto the said 
William Penn and his heirs, by themselves, or by their 
magistrates and officers, in that behalf, duly to be or- 
dained, as aforesaid, to make and constitute fit and 
wholesome ordinances, from time to time, within the 
said country to be kept and observed, as well for the 
preservation of peace, as for the better government of 
the people there inhabiting; and publicly to notify the 
same to all persons, whom the same doth, or may any 
wise concern. Which ordinances our will and pleasure 
is shall be observed inviolably within the said province, 
under the pains therein to be expressed, so as the said 
ordinances ,be consonant to reason, and be not repug- 
nant nor contrary, but (so far as conveniently may be) 
agreeable with the laws of our kingdom of England, and 
so as the said ordinances be not extended, in any 
sort, to bind, change, or take away the right, or interest 
of any person, or persons, for, or in, their life, members, 
freehold, goods, or chattels. And our farther will and 
pleasure is, That the laws for regulating and governing 
of property within the said province, as well for the 
descent and enjoyment of lands, as likewise for the en- 
joyment and succession of goods and chattels, and like- 
wise as to felonies, shall be and continue the same, as 
they shall be for the time being by the general course 
of the law in our kingdom of England, until the said 
laws shall be altered by the said William Penn, his heirs 
or assi and by the freemen of the said province, 


their delegates, or deputies, or the gréater part of 
them. 


Sxction IX. 


‘* And furthermore, that oir subjects may be the ra- 
ther encouraged to undertake this expedition, with rea- 
dy and cheerful minds, Know ye, That we, of our spe- 
cial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, do 
give and grant, by virtue of these presents, as well unto 
the said William Penn, and his heirs, as to all others, 
who shall from time to time, repair unto the said coun- 
try, full licence to lade and freight, in any ports what- 
soever of us, our heirs and suecessors, according to the 
laws made, or to be made, within our kingdom of En- 
gland, and unto the said country, by them, their sery- 


wares and merchandizes, as likewise all sorts of grain 
whatsoever, and all other things whatsoever, necessary 
for food, or clothing, not prohibited, by the laws and 
statutes of our kingdom and dominions, to be carried 
out of the said kingdom, without any let, or molestation 
of us, our heirs or successors, or of any of the officers 
of us, our heirs or suecessors; saving always to us, our 


other duties and payments for the said wares and mer- 
chandizes, by any law or statute, due, orto be due, to 
us, cur heirs and successors. 


Srcrton X. 


*¢ And we do further; for us, our heirs and successors, 
give and grant unto the said William Penn, his heirs and 
assigns, free and absolute power, to divide the said 
country and islands into towns, hundreds and counties, 
and to erect and incorporate towns into burroughs, and 
burroughs into cities, and to make and constitute fairs 
and markets therein, with all other convenient privi- 
leges and immunities, according to the merits of the in- 
habitants, and the fitness of the places, and to do all, 
and every other thing and things, touching the premises, 
which to him, or them, shall seem meet and requisite; 
albeit they be such, as of their own nature might other- 
wise require a more special commandment and warrant, 
than, in these presents, is expressed. 


Sxection VII. 


tt And to the end that the said William Penn, or his 
heirs, or other the planters; owners, or inhabitants of 
the said province may riot, at any time hereafter (by 
misconstruction of the power aforesaid) through inad- 
vertency, or design, depart from that faith and due al- 
legiance, which by the laws of this our realm of England, 
they and all our subjects, in our dominions and territo- 
ries, always owe to us, our heirs and successors, by co- 
lour of any extent, or largeness of powers hereby given, 
or pretended to be given, or by force or colour or any 
laws hereafter to be made, in the said provihce, by vir- 
tue of any stich powers; Our farther will and pleasure is, 
that a transcript or duplicate, of all laws, which shall be 
80, as aforesaid, made and published within the said 
rovince, shall within five years after the making thereof, 
¢e transmitted and delivered to the Privy Council, for 
the time being, of us, our heirs and successors; And if 
any of the said laws, within the space of six months after 
that they shall be so transmitted and delivered, be de- 
clared by us, our heirs and successors, in our, or their 
Privy Council, inconsistent. with the sovereignty, or 
lawful prerogative of us, our heirs or successors, or 
contrary to the faith and allegiance, due to the legal go- 
vernment of this realm, from the said William Penn, or 
his heirs, or of the planters and inhabitants of the said 
prevents and that thereupon any of the said laws shall 
e adjudged and declared to be void by us, our heirs 
and successors, under our, or their privy seal, that then, 
and from thenceforth such laws, concerning which such 
judgment and declaration shall be made, shall become 
void; otherwise the said laws, so transmitted, shall re- 


Section XI. 


‘*We wii also, and, by these presents, for us, out 
heirs and successors, we do give and grant licence, by 
this our charter, unto the said William Penn, his heirs 
and assigns, and to all the inhabitants and dwellers is 
the province aforesaid, both present and to come, to 
import, or unlade, by themselves, or their servants, fac- 
tors, or assigns, all merchandizes and goods whatsoever, 
that shall arise of the fruits and commodities of the said 
province, either by land or sea, into any of the ports of 
us, our heirs, or successors, inour kingdom of England, 
and not into any other country whatsoever: and we give 
him full power to dispose of the said goods, in the said 
ports; and, if need be, within one year next after the unla- 
ding of the same, to lade the said merchandize and goods 
again, into the same, or other ships, and to transport 
the same into any other countries, either of our own do- 
minions, or foreign, according to law; provided always, 
that they pay such customs and impositions, subsidies 
main and stand in full force, according to the true intent | and duties for the same, to us, our heirs and successors, 
and meaning thereof. as the rest of our subjects of otir kingdom of England, 

Srecriox VIII. for the time being, shall be Bound to pay, and do ob- 
 Farthermore, that this new colony may the more = the acts of navigation, and other laws, in that be- 
happily increase by the multitude of people resorting alf made. 
thither; Therefore, we, for us, our heirs and successors, Section XII. 
do give and grant, by these presents, power, licence, 
and liberty unto all the liege people and subjects, both 


| 


** And furthermore, of our ample and special grace, 
certain knowledge and mere motion, we do, for us, our 


ants or assigns, to transport all and singular their goods, 


heirs and successors, the legal impositions, customs, or 


i 














396 CHARTER OF PENNSYLVANIA. (Mur 











Heirs and successors, grant unto the said William Penn, 


his heirs and assigns, full and absolute power and au- 
thority, to make, erect and constitute, within the said 
province, and the isles and inlets aforesaid, such and so 
many seaports, harbours, creeks, havens, keys, and 
other places, for discharging and unlading of goods and 
merchandize, out of the ships, boats, and other vessels, 
and landing them urito such, and so many places, and 
with such rights, jurisdictions, liberties and privileges, 
tinto the said ports belonging, as to him and them shall 
Seem most expedient; and that all, and singular the 
ships, boats and other vessels, which shall come for 
merchandize and tirade, into the said province, or out of 
the sume, shall be laden, or unladen; only at such ports, 
as shall be created and constituted by the said William 
Penn, his heirs, or assigns, (any use, custom or thing’ to 
the contrary notwithstanding.) Provided, that the said 
William Penn and his heirs, and the Lieutenants and 
Governors, for the time being, shall admit and receive 
in and about all such havens, ports, creeks and keys, all 
Officers and their deputies, who shall from time to time, 
be appointed for that purpose by the farmers, or com- 
missioners of dur customs for the time being. 


Section XIII. 


“ And we do further appoint end ordain, and by these 
resents, for us, our heirs and successors, we do grant 
unto the said William Penn, his heirs and assigns, that 
he, the said William Penn, his heirs and assigns, may, 
from time to time, for ever; have and enjoy the customs 
and subsidies, in the ports; harbours and other creeks; 
and places aforesaid, within the province aforesaid, pay- 
able, or due for merchandize and wares there to be laded 
and unladed, the said customs and subsidies to be rea- 
sonably assessed, upon any occasion, by themselves and 
the people there, as aforesaid to be assembled, to whom 
We give power by these presents, for us, our heirs and 
Successors, upon just cause, and due proportion, to as- 
sess and impose the same; saving unto us, our heirs and 
successors, such impositions and customs, as, by act of 
Parliament, are, and shall be appointed. 


Section XIV. 


« And it is our farther will and pleasure, that the said 
William Penn, his heirs and assigns, shall from tite to 
time, constitute atid appoint an Attorney or agent, to re- 
side in or near our city of Lndon; who shall make known 
the place where he shall dwell; or may be found, unto 
the clerks of our privy council, for the time being, or 
one of them, and shall be ready to appear in any of our 
courts, at Westminster, to answer for any misdemeanor, 
that shall be committed, or by any wilful default; or ne- 
glect, permitted by the said William Penn, his heirs or 
assigns, against the laws of trade and navigation; and 
after it shall be ascertained, in any of our courts, what 
ne we, or our heirs, or successors, shall have sus- 
tained by such default, or neglect, the said William 
Penn, his lieirs or assigns, shall pay the same within one 
year, after such taxation, and demand thereof from such 
attorney; or in case there shall be no such attorney by 
the space of one year, or suchi attorney shall not make 
payment of such damages, within the space of a year, 
and answer such other forfeitures and penalties, within 
the said time, as by acts of parliament, in England, are 
and shall be provided according to the true intent and 
meaning of these presents; then it shall be lawful for us, 
our heirs and successors, to seize and resume the go- 
vernment of the said province or country, and the same 
to retain, until payment shall be made thereof: but not- 
withstanding any such seizure, or resumption of the go- 
vernment, nothing concerning the propriety, or owner- 
ship, of any lands, tenements or other hereditaments, 
goods or chattels of any of the adventurers, planters or 
owners, other than the respective offenders there, shall 
any ways be affected or molested thereby. 


Section XV. 
~ * Provided always, and our will and pleasure is, that 








neither thie said William Penn, nor his heirs; nor any 


other; the inhabitants of the said province, shall at any 
time hereafter, have or maintain, any correspondence 
with any other king, prince or state, or with any of their 
subjects, who shall then be in war against us, our heirs 
and successors; nor shall the said William Penn, or his 
heirs or any other inhabitants of the said province, make 
war, or any act of hostility against any other king, prince 
or state, or any of their subjects, who shall then be in 
league or amity with ts; our heirs and successors: 


Sxction XVI. 


**And because, in so remote a country, and situate. 
near many barbarous nations, the incursions as well of 
the savages themselves, as of other enemies, pirates and 
robbers, may probably be feared; Therefore, we have 
given, and, for us, our heirs and successors, do give 
power, by these presents, to the said William Penn, his 
heirs and assigns, by themselves, or their captains, or 
other their officers, to levy, muster and train all sorts of 
men, of what condition soever, or wheresoever born, in 
the said province of Pensilvania, for the time being, 
and to make war, and to pursue the enemies and oe 
bers aforesaid, as well by sea as by land, even without 
the limits of the said province, and by God’s assistance, 
to vanquish and take them, and being taken, to put 
them to death; by the laws of war, or to save them; at 
their pleasure; and to do all and every other thing, 
which unto the charge and office of a captain general 
of an army belongeth, or hath accustomed to belong, as 
fully and freely as any captain general of an army hath 
ever had the same. 


Section XVII. 


** And furthermore, of our special grace, and of our’ 
certain knowledge and mere motion, we have given and 
granted, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and 
successors, do give and grant unto the said William 
Penn, his heirs and assigns, full and absolute power, 
licence and authority, that he the said William Penn, 
his heirs and assigns, from time to time hereafter for 
ever; at his or their own will and pleasure, may assign, 
alien, grant, demise; or enfeoff of the premises so many, 
and such parts and parcels to him, or them, that shall 
be willing to purchase the same, as they shall think fit; 
to lave and to hold to them, the said person, or persons 
willing to take and purchase, their heirs and assigns, in 
fee simple, or fee tail, or for the term of life, lives, or 
years, to be held of the said William Penn, his heirs or 
assigns, as of the said seigniory of Windsor, by such ser- 
vices, customs Or rents, as shall seem meet to thie said 
William Penn; his heirs or assigns, and not immediately 
of us, our heirs or successors. 


Section XVIII. 


“ And to the same person or persons, and f6 all and 
every of them, we do give and grant, by these presents, 
for us, our heirs and successors, licence, authority an 
power, that such person or persons, may take the pre- 
mises, or any parcel thereof, of the aforesaid Wilkam 
Penn, his heirs or assigns, and the samé to hold to them- 
selves, their heirs and assigns; in what estate of inherit- 
ance soever, itt fee simple, or in fee tail, or otherwise, 
as to him the said Wilkam Penn, his heirs or assigns, 
shall deem expedient: the statute made in the parlia- 
ment of Edward, the son of King Henry late King of 
England, our predecessor (commonly called the statute, 
“*Quia Emptores Terrarum,” lately published in our 
kingdom of England,) in any wise notwithstanding. 


Section XIX. 


‘* And by these presents, we give and grant licence 
unto the said William Penn and his heirs, and likewise 
to all, and every such person or persons, to whom the 
said William Penn, or his heirs, shall at any time here- 
after, grant any estate er inheritance, as aforesaid, to 
erect any parcels of land, within the province aforesaid, 
into manors, by and'with the licence, to be first, had and 
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obtained, for that purpose, under the hand and seal of | 
the said William Penn, or his heirs; and in every of the 
said manors, to have and to hold a Court-Baron, with all 
things whatsoever, which to a Court-Baron do belong, 
and to have and to hold View of Frank Pledge, for the | 
conservation of the peace, and the better government of | 
those parts, by themselves, or their stewards, or by the | 
lords for the time being, of the manors to be deputed,; | 
when they shall be erected, and, in the same, to use all | 
things belonging to the View of Frank Pledge. And | 
we do further grant licence and authority, That every | 
such person or persons, who shall erect any such manor, | 
or manors, as aforesaid, shall, or may, grant all, or any | 
part of his said land to any person or person, in fee sim- 
ple, or any other estate of inheritance to be held of the 
said manors respectively, so as no further tenure shall | 
be created, but that upon all further, or other aliena- | 
tions thereafter to be made, the said lands so aliened 
shall be held of the same lord and his heirs, of whom 
the aliener did then before hold, and by the like rents 
and services, which were before due and accustomed. 








SrcTion XX. | 
*« And furthermore, our pleasure is, and by these pre- | 
sents, for us, our heirs and successors, we do covenent } 
and grant to and with the said Willian Penn, his heirs | 
and assigns, that we, our heirs and successors, shall at 
no time hereafter, set, or make; or cause to be set, or | 
made, any imposition, custom, or other taxation, rate, or | 
contribution whatsoever, in and upon the dwellers and | 
inhabitants of the aforesaid province, for their lands, te- | 
nements, goods or chattels, within the said province, or | 
in and upon any goods and merchandizes within the | 
province, or to be laden, or unladen within the ports, or | 
harbours of the said province, unless the same be with 
the consent of the Proprietary, or Chief Governor, or 
Assembly, or by act of parliament in Zneland. 


Srcrion XXI. 


‘** And our pleasure is, and, for us, our heirs and suc- | 
cessors, we charge and command, that this our declara- | 
tion shall be from henceforth, from time to time, be re- | 
ceived and allowed, in all our courts, and before all the | 
judges of us, our heirs and successors, for a sufficient 
lawful discharge, payment and acquittance; command- 
ing all the officers and mimsters of us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, and enjoining them upon pain of our highest | 
displeasure, that they do not presume, at any time, to 
attempt any thing to the contrary of the premises, or | 
that do, in any sort, withstand the same; but that thev 
be, at all times, aiding and assisting, as is fitting, to the 
said William Penn, and his heirs, and unto the inhabi- 
tants and merchants of the province aforesaid, their ser- | 


vants, ministers, factors and assigns, in the full use and | 
fruition of the benefit of this our charter. 





EE AEE a aS eee 
to the said William Penn, his heirs and assigns: Pro- 
vided always, no interpretation be adinitted thereof, by 
which the allegiance due unto us, our heirs and succes- 
sors, may suffer any prejudice or diminution; although 
express mention be not made, in these presents, of the 
true vearly value, or certainty of the premises, or any 
part thereof, or of other gifts and grants, made by us, 
and our progenitors, or predecessors, unto the. said 
William Penn: Any statute, act, ordinance, provision, 
proclamation, or restraint, heretofore had, made, pub- 
lished, ordained, or provided, or any thing, cause, or 
matter whatsoever, to the contrary thereof in any wise 
notwithstanding. Ja witness whereof we have caused 
these our letters to be made patent: Witness Qurself, at 
Westminster, the fourth day of March, in the three and 
thirtieth year of our reign, Annoque Domini one thou- 
sand six hundred and eighty-one. 

** By writ of Privy Seal, 
PIGOTT.” 


LETTER FROM WILLIAM PENN. 


Tue following Letter, copied (with several others) 
some years ago from the original, then in possession of « 
gentleman in this city, exhibits the origin of the name, 
and Penn’s feelings on the occasion of having the grant 
for the province confirmed to him under the great seat 
of England. We cannot but admire his modesty. 


TO ROBERT TURNER. 


5th of Ist Mo. 1681. 
Dear Frrenp, 


My true love in the Lord salutes thee, and dear friends 
that love the Lord’s precious truth in those parts.— 
Thine I have, and for my business here, know that after 
many waitings, watchings, solicitings and disputes in 
council, this day my country was confirmed to me under 
the great seal of England, with large powers and privi- 


i leges, by the name of Pennsylvania, a name the king 
| would give it in honour of my father. I chose ‘Wew 


Wales, being as this, a pretty hilly country, but Penn 
being Welsa for a head, as Penmunmoire in Wales, and 
Penrith in Cumberland, and Pena in Buckinghamshire, 
the highest land in England, called this Pennsiloania, 


| which is the high or head woodlands; for I proposed 


when the secretary—a Welshinan—refused to have it 
called New Wales, Sylvania, and they added Penn to 
it; and though I much opposed it, and went to the king 
to have it struck out and altered, he said ’twas past, and 
would take it upon him; nor could twenty guineas 


| move the under secretarys to vary the name, for I fear- 
ed least it should be lookt on as a vanity in me, and not 


as a respect in the king, as it truly was to my father, 


Sxction XXII. 
** And our farther pleasure is, and we do hereby, for 
us, our heirs and successors, charge and require, That, 
ifany of the inhabitants of the said province, to the num- 
ber of twenty, shall, at any time hereafter, be desirous, | 
and shall, by any writing, or by any person deputed by 
them, signify such their desire to the bishop of London, 
for the time being, that any preacher, or preachers, to | 
be approved of by the said bishop, may be sent unto 
them, for their instruction; that then such preacher, or | 
preachers, shall and may reside within the said province, | 
without any denial, or molestation whatsoever. 


| 
Section XXIII. 
“And if perchanee hereafter any doubt or question | 
should arise concerning the true sense and meaning of | 
any word, clause, or sentence, contained in this our pre- | 
sent charter, we will ordain and command, that at all | 
times, and-in all things, such interpretation be mace 
thereof, and allowed, in any of our courts whatsoever, as | 
shall be adjudged most advantageous and fayourable un- | 


Ne 19. 


whom he often mentions with praise. Thou mayst com- 


' municate my graunt to friends, and expect shortly my 
| proposals: ’tis a clear and just thing, and my God that 


has given it me through many difficulties, will, I believe, 
bless and make it the seed of anation. JI shall havea 


| tender care to the government, that it will be well laid 


at first:.no more now, but dear love in the truth. 
Thy true friend, 
W. PENN. 





Tur Society whose report is inserted below, was in- 
stituted during the past year—for the important object 
of promoting ‘‘ Education throughout the State: by en- 
couraging the establishment of public schools in which 
the elementary branches of education shall be taught in 
the respective counties.” Its object and plans-are so 
fully developed in the Report, &c. that we deem it only 
necessary to invite the serious attention of our readers 
to the-statements there made aXe 


vale sseBrewe 











i} 
d 
f 


: Neo 
62 PL PETE 


asl 


ues 


ne 
Pong 2am, 


298 EDUCATION. [Mar 


OO _  _——— 


REPORT ON THE STATE OF EDUCATION, 


In Pennsylvania. 


The importance of education in promoting the tem- 
poral and eternal welfare of every individual of the hu- 
man race, is universally acknowledged by the reflect- 
ing class of our citizens. The inseparable connexion | 
subsisting between intelligence and virtue, liberty and | 
happiness, as well as the association of ignorance with | 
vice, slavery and misery, have been the frequent theme | 
of our patriotic statesmen. Hence the incessant efforts 
of the friends of freedom to promote, and of the tools of 
despotism to discourage, every plan for the universal 
diffusion of knowledge. In the great scheme of self! 
government, it has been admitted as an axiom that the | 
purity, the excellence, and the very existence of our | 
political institutions, depend on the virtue and intelli- | 
gence of our citizens - the universal education of the | 
people forms the corner stone of the Constitution. 


| 

These principles are so universally admitted, that we 
do not deem it necessary to suppert them by argument. 
No difference of opinion in relation to the value of edu- 
cation prevails amongst our statesmen: the means of ac- 
quiring instruction have occasioned a diversity of senti- | 
ment. Whilst some maintain that the cause of educa- | 
tion may flourish when trusted to the efforts of indivi- 
duals unassisted by legislative enactments or the bounty | 
of the public treasury, another large and respectable 
class, whose experience has convinced them of the fal- 











lacy of this opinion, are ardently desircus to introduce | ¢ 


into the commonwealth some system, sanctioned by law, 
of more efficacy and more comprehensive than the plan 
which is now in operation. 
made to effect this highly desirable object by zealous 
and patriotic citizens in different parts of the State. 
With a firmness of purpose, which a want of success has 
never relaxed, these efforts have been perseveringly 
continued. Although the Legislature has repeatedly 
rejected the petitions contained in their memorials, an 
disregarded the advice as frequently repeated in the 
annual messages of the Executive recommending edu- 
cation to their fostering care—still their labours have 
not been entirely in vain: the public attention has been 
awakened, much valuable information has been pub- 
lished, and a manifest increase of the friends of a system 
for the promotion of public education has been effected. 
Nevertheless, a co-operation in effort, as wellas unity 
of design, is essential to success, which cannot be ex- 

ected from the unconnected and even contradictory 

ours which have heretofore so frequently proved 

abortive. To accomplish the important purposes which 
we have previously mentioned, a more promising, and, 
we venture to hope, a more efficient plan has been 
adopted. An association has been formed in Philadel- 
phia, with branches in every part.of the state, for the 
sole and express purpose of concentrating the efforts of 
the friends of public schools, and thus jointly endea- 
vouring to effect what individual exertions have h'therto 
failed to accomplish. This society is at present com- 

osed of about 250 members, and a correspondence has 
heea commenced with 120 members who resicde‘in every 
district of the state. It is intended to direct the con- 
tinual attention of the public to the importance of the 
subject; to collect and diffuse all information which may 
be deemed valuable; and to persevere in their labours 
until they shall be crowned with success. 

In pursuance of these objects, the society, soon after 

their organization, addressed circular letters to many 
intelligent and influential citizens throughout the com- 
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To the Pennsylvania Society for the Promotion of Com- 
mon Schools: 


First Report on the present state of Education in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


The Committce respectfully report that in pursuance 
of the objects for which they were appointed, they have 
availed themselves of every means of acquiring correct 
information in relation to the important subject of “the 
present state of education in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania: they have carefully examined the cor* 
respondence which the Society has maintained with 
many of the most intelligent and public spirited citizens 
residing in every part of the state; the result of this ex- 
amination they respectfully submit for consideration. 

As the higher branches of education which are taught 
in our Universities, Colleges, and Academies are not the 
immediate objects of our inquiry, the committee will, in 
the present report, confine themselves exclusively tothe 
subject of elementary education. 

Of the importance of education to all classes of our 
citizens, there is but one opinion entertained by the in- 
telligent, but much diversity of sentiment exists in rela- 
tion to the most efficient means of accomplishing this 
highly desirable object. As we do not propose, in this 
preliminary report, to recommend any system for adop- 
tion, we will endeavour to describe the means which are 
already provided for the instruction of the children of 
our Commonwealth. 

In Philadelphia and Lancaster* public schools, sup- 
ported by public taxes, and accessible to the poor gra- 
uitously, have been established by law; and the bless- 
ings of education conferred on thousands who might 
otherwise have continued in ignorance. For the suc- 


Many efforts have been | cessful introduction of this plan, our citizens are indebt- 


| ed to the patriotic, intelligent and persevering efforts of 
a few individuals, who were compelled to combat with 
the ignorance, the prejudices and the pecuniary inter- 
ests of numerous active and hostile opponents: their be- 
| nevolent designs were but partially supported by public 
| opinion, and consequent'y have not been carried into 
execution in any of the other towns of Pennsylvania. 
Although repeated applications have been made to 
‘our Legislature by memorials signed by numerous and 
| tespectable citizens, and supported by many of the 
| members of both houses of our assembly—and although 
| the cause of education is a never failing topic recom- 
| mended in the annual message of our Governors—every 
| effort to establish a school fund, or any general plan for 
| promoting common elementary schools similar to those 
which have been introduced into the districts above men- 
tioned, or to those which have so long and so usefully 
| flourished in several of our sister states, has proved 
abortive. 
With the exceptions which we have mentioned, we 
are indebted for the establishment of those elementary 
schools in which the children of our citizens at present 
| receive the rudiments of instruction, almost exclusively 
| to the efforts of those individuals who depend on them 

for the means of support: the character of these schools 

consequently depends on the individuals who administer 
| their concerns. Although, doubtless, many schools ex- 

ist which justify the high reputation which they enjoy, 
_ the committee are compelled to state that the great ma- 
| jority of these institutions are unworthy of the State in 
which they are permitted to continue. From the cir- 
eumstance of their being the absolute property of indi- 
viduals, no supervision or effectual control can be exer- 
cised; it is therefore almost unnecessary to state that 
many abuses prevail in the management of these ire- 
sponsible institutions. 








i 
| 








monwealth, soliciting information and assistance in rela-| Individuals, sometimes destitute of character, and fre- 


tion to the subjects to which we have adverted. The 
spirit with which this correspondence has been received, 


the cordial co-operation which has been promised, and 


the valuable information which has been imparted, are 
truly gratilving. 


quently of the requisite abilities and attainments, esta- 
blish these seminaries more from a desire of private 


* Recently a law has been passed authorising the es- 
tablishment of similar schools in Pittsburg. 
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speculation, than the important and legitimate end which | 
they ostensibly announce to the public. Hence the ig- 
norance, the inattention, and even the immorality of the 
teachers of our common schools, have long been sub- 
jects of regret to the reflecting and benevolent class of 
our fellow citizens. Frequent efforts have been made 
by some of the more intelligent and public spirited to 
diminish, if not entirely to prevent, these evils in their 
respective districts, by organizing associations for the 
purpose of procuring suitable instructors for their chil- 
dren. 

This plan, when zealously pursued, has been attend- 
ed by the most beneficial results; but is necessarily limit- | 
ed, and generally transient in its effects; depending for | 
its success, as well as its establishment and continuance, 
on the zeal and intelligence of a few individuals. It is 
a common, but very true remark, that the performance 
of duties relating equally to the common interests of so- | 
ciety, is too frequently neglected when the performance | 
of these duties is not specifically assigned to particular 
persons: hence the general in:ttention to the charac- | 
ter of schoolmasters; in consequence of which individu- 
als are frequently permitted to usurp this important sta- 
tion, who are entirely incapable of filling many of even 
the humblest occupations of society. In accepting the 
very small salaries with which many of them are content- | 
ed, they at once gratify the unwise parsimony of the pa- | 
rents of their pupils, and attach at least a modest valua- 
tion to their own services. Even these apologies for | 
schools have not been universally established throughout 
our cominonwealth. Jn some districts no schools of any 
description exist! no means whatever of acquiring edu- 
cation are resorted to. Teachers are unwilling to incur | 
the expense of establishing seminaries, unless some pro- | 
bability exists of obtaining a sufficient number of pupils 
to afford them the means of maintenance. The differ- | 
ences of opinion, and the jarring interests of the inhabi- | 
tants, in relation to suitable sites for school-houses, and 
sometimes the culpable apathy of the population, occa- 
sion whole districts to remain destitute of these all-im- 
portant institutions. It is almost unnecessary to state 
that ignorance, and its never failing consequence crime, 

revail in these neglected spots to a greater extent than 
in other more favoured portions of our state. 

It is a fact well known, both in Europe and in the U. 
States, that of the number of those criminals who are ar- 
raigned at the bar of the courts of justice, a very large 
proportion consists of these unfortunate individuals | 


whose education has been neglected; of those to whom | 
iiterary or religious instruction have never been impart- | 
ed in schools or places of worship.* Deeply impressed | 
with the truth of this statement, your committee are re- | 
juctantly compelled to state that they have received in- | 


formation from the most unquestionable sources that | 


many children are permitted to remain, in some parts of'| 
our commonwealth, to whom no religious instruction has | 
ever been imparted; to whom the attributes of their | 


Creator, and the great end of their existence, are alike | 


unknown. The simple statement of this lamentable and 


opprobrious fact, speaks more than the most laboured 


dissertation on the neglect of education in Pennsylva- 
mia. 

Such are the present means of diffusing elementary 
education to the children of those whose pecuniary cir- 
cumstances enable them to afford the benefits of instruc- 
tion. But the pernicious effects of the present system 
are peculiarly experienced by that class of our popula- 
tion who are either unable or unwilling to defray the ex- 
pense of educating their offspring. The eighth arti- 
cle of the constitution of Pennsylvania contemplates the 
instruction of all classes of her citizens: the legislative 
enactment of 1809 requires the assessors in the respec- 
tive counties to ascertain and return the number of chil- 
dren whose parents are unable, through poverty, to fur- 





* Many of the tenants of our penitent aries can neither 
read nor write. 
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nish them with the means of education; and such chil- 
cren are required, or rather permitted, to be instructed 
at the most convenient schools, at the expense of the 
several counties. 

The law in question has been in many instances en- 
tirely and culpably neglected; in some but roo ex- 
ecuted, and in others perverted and abused. The funds 
appropriated for this useful charity have, in some cases, 
been embezzled by the fraudulent egents in whom an 
unguarded confidence was reposed. 

The provisions of the act are incomplete, and fre+ 
quently inoperative: no compulsory method is provided 
to ensure either a return of the number of children who 
are entitled to the bounty of the treasury, or to require 
their attendance at school, when they are returned by 
the assessors: hence the negligence of the free scholars, 
united with that of the executive officers of the counties, 
has produced results which the Legislature could not 
foresee. In some cases only a few children, two or 


‘three in number, have been returned in each family, 


and the remainder have been illegally, and intentionally 
excluded from receiving any participation in the bene- 
fits of this charity, which was intended to be universal. 
Froma parsimonious desire of saving to the county treasu- 
ry, the cheapest, and consequently the most inefficient, 
schools have been usually selected by the commission- 
ers. Even this miserable substitute for education is im- 
parted in some of the counties, on/y during a few months 
in each year. na few districts only, has the system es- 
| tablished by law been faithfully pursued, but the result 
| has not equalled the expectations of the Legislature, ei- 
| ther in regard to the economy or efficiency of the plan. 
The sums drawn from the county treasuries for defraying 
the education of the poor is partially, but, notwithstand- 


| ing al! their researches, not accurately known by your 


committee, but they are induced to suppose that the 
annual amount at Present expended by the public and 
by individuals to support the existing imperfect semina- 
ries, is perhaps equal to the expense of the highly effi- 


| cient systerns which are in successful operation in some 


of our sister states. 

We have reserved hitherto our opinion of the great 
and radical defect, the incurable evil, which is inherent 
in the school system of Pennsylvania—a system which is 
in opposition to the most sensitive and the strongest mo- 
ral feelings of citizens. The feelings of many of the 
poorer classes will not permit them to enroll themselves 


| as paupers, in order that their children may receive their 


Hence this 
proud feeling, whether censurable or otherwise it is not 
our intention at present to inquire, frequently deprives 
them of the only means of instruction ofiered to their ec- 
ceptance. 

This appears to your committee to offer an adequate 


| cause for the failure of the present well meant legislative 


provision: a provision made without a due regard for or 
knowledge of the deep and cherished feelings of our 
citizens. The pride of independence scorns to receive 
even the greatest blessings which maa can bestow, when 
the proffered boon is offered for acceptance in the hu- 
miliating form of a public charity.* This feeling has 





* In our large cities, where pauperism has long pre- 
vailed, misery and demoralization necessarily diminish 
the sensibility or degrade the feelings of a large class of 
the population, whose daily means of subsistence are 
supplied by public or private charity, or whose uncer- 
tain and unprofitable Jabour yields an inadequate and 
precarious support. The feeling of humiliation is less. 
ened by the number of the indigent who participate in 
misfortune: consequently charity, in any form, will be 


received with eagerness. 


Hence, in Philadelphia, many of the indigent do not 
hesitate to avail themselves of the means of mstruction 
which are offered to them gratuitously in the well con- 
ducted public schools of that city. With such excep- 


'tions, we believe that the feelings ot the majority of cur 
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prevented, and, whilst human nature remains the same, 
always wil! prevent, the success of all similar legislative 
enactments. The experiment has been tried for twenty 
years in Pennsylvania; it has been tried in Virginia, in 
South Carolina, and in other states; and the unvarying 
result has been a farlure, complete, unequivocal, but, 
we venture to hope, not uninstructive. 

Your committee have now performed the laborious 
but usefu! task of investigating the complicated subject 
to which their researches have been directed. They 
have endeavoured briefly to describe “the state of Ed- 
ucation in Pennsylvania.’’ In another report they will 
endeavour to submit to the society a system which they | 
are induced to suppose is suitable for adoption in our 
Commonwealth. Signed, 

ROBERTS VAUX, 

JOHN WURTS, 

GEORGE W. SMITH, 

WM. B. DAVIDSON. 
Pariangrenia, fpril 12, 1§28 


Constitution of the Pennsylvenia Society for the Promo- | 
tion of Publie Schools. 


Convinced of the powerful agency of education, in 
forming the characters of Nations; stimulated by the no- 
ble exampie and enlightened policy of other states, as | 
well as by a knowledge of the advantages which have 
resulted from the establishment of public primary 
schools in the first schoo] district of Pennsylvania; and 
desirqus to give efficient operation to the constitutional 
injunction, tha schools shall be established throughout 
the State, so that the poor may be taught gratis—We, | 
the subscribers, for the more eifectual promotion of tha 
important object, have associated ourselves and adopted | 
the following Constitution for our government. 

Article 1. ‘The association shall be denominated “The 
Pennsylvania Society for the Promotion of Public | 
Schools.” 

Article 2. The object of the Society shall be the pro- | 
motion of education throughout the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, by encouraging the establishment of Public Schools, | 
in which the elementary branches of education shall be 
taught in the respective counties of the Commonwealth; 
for the attainment of the end, the Society shall open and | 
maintain a correspondence with such zealous, intelligent 
and patriotic citizens, as may be induced to co-operate | 
with it, and shall from time to time communicate to the 
public, through the medium of pamphlets and newspa- 
pers, such information as it may deem expedient, and 
adopt such other measures as may appear to be best cal- 
culated to accomplish the object of its creation. 

Article 3. The officers of the Society shall consist of 
a President, two Vice Presidents, two Corresponding 
Secretaries, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, and fif- | 
teen members, who, in addition to the preceding offi- | 
cers, shall compose the council. 

Article 4. There shall be two stated meetings of the | 
Society in each year, viz. on the first Monday in March, 
and the first Monday in October. 

Article 5. The ofiicers of the Society shall be chosen 
by ballot, at the first stated meeting of the Society in | 
each year. 

Artiele 6. Vf avacancy in office occur, it shall be filled | 
by the Council until the next annual election of the So- | 
ciety. 

Article 7. If the Suciety omit to hold an annual elec- | 
tion, the existing officers shall continue in office until the | 
next annual election. 

Article 8. The duties of the officers respectively and 
of the Council, shall be such as the By-Laws shall from 
time to time define and require. 

Articie 9. The members of the Society shall consist 
ef three classes. First, Contributing Members. Se- 





poorer citizens wil! continue to render the law of 1809 | 
; . . 
wma great measure inoperative. 


— 


{Mar 





— 





cond, Corresponding Members. Third, Honorary 


Members. 

Article 10. Any person who shall give his assent to 
the provisions of the Constitution by subscribing his 
name thereto, shall be considered a contributing mem- 


ber of the Society. 


Article 11. This Constitution may be altered at any 
stated meeting of the Society, a majority of the members 
present consenting thereto. 

Irticle 12. Each contributing member shall pay an- 


| nually two dollars. 


Article 13. The election of Honorary and Correspond- 
ing Members shall be by the Council. Any member 
may propose any person to the Council as an Honorary 


_or Corresponding Member.—Two thirds of the votes 
| of the members of the council present shall be necessary 


for the election of an honorary member, and a majority 
of such votes shall be necessary for the election of a Cor- 
responding Member. 


Officers and Council of the Society. 
President.—Roberts Vaux. 


Vice Presidenis.—John Sergeant, John Wurts. 


Corresponding Secretaries.—George W. Smith, George 
M. Stroud. 
Treasurcr.—W illiam B. Davidson. 


Ziecording Secretary.— Augustus H. Richards. 


Council. 


Benj. W. Richards 
Edward Bettle 
Thomas Ea:p 
John A. Leamy 
Joseph P. Grant 
Ellis H. Yarnall 
Peter Hay 

Robert Earp. 


Gerard Ralston 
George W. Toland 
Mathew Carey 
Weston C. Donaldson 
George M‘Leod 
Jacob Lex 

James A. Mahany 





PENNSYLVANIA CANAL. 


srenies 6. . 


First Report of De Witt Clinton, jr. on the Juniata loca- 


tion. 
To the honourable Board of Canal Commissioners of Penn- 
sylvania. 
GENTLEMEN, 
I have the honour to report, in part, my opinion of 
the relative advantages of the sides of the Juniata river 


for the construction of a canal, from Lewistown to the 


Susquehanna river. In submitting my views on this sub- 


ject, I remark, that I have predicated them on acareful 


examination of the economy of the work and the bene- 
fits which will result to the citizens, from the location 
of the line. 

I therefore recommend, that the canal should com- 
mence at the mouth of the Kishocoquillis creek, at Lew- 
istown, and continue on the north side of the river to 
North’s Island. At this point to cross, by a dam, to the 
south side of the river, and end for the present at or near 


' the head of Duncan’s Lower Island, until new examina- 


tions can be made to establish the most eligible point to 
terminate the canal on the Susquehanna river. 
Respectfully submitted, 
DE WITT CLINTON, Jn. Engineer. 
Harrisburg, July 1, 1827. 


First Report of Mr. Guilford on the Juniata location. 


To the Board of Canal Commissioners of Pennsylvania. 
GENTLEMEN, 
ja compliance with the resolutions of the beard, di- 
recting Mr. Clinton and myseif to ‘*make further exam- 
inations on each side of the Juniata, between the mouth 
of that river and Lewistown, in order to-ascertain which 
side of the river is most favourable and most proper to 
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be adopted for the construction of a canal,’ I have the | Three locks of stone on eastern side of the 


honour to report. That, from an examination of the 
north and south sides of the Juniata river, from Dun- 
can’s Lower Island to North’s Island, near Millerstown, 
I concur with Mr. Clinton in the opinion that the south 
bank of the Juniata, from Duncan’s to North’s Island is 
the most proper to be adopted for the location of the 
canal. 

I have not had time, since the resolution of the board, 
to finish the surveys on the Susquehanna and make fur- 
ther examinations on the Juniata river; but, from the 


descriptions given by Mr. Clinton, Mr. White, and re- | 


spectable people who are acquainted with the topogra- 
phy of the country, in the vicinity of the Juniata, above 
Millerstown, I believe the north side of the Juniata is the 
most suitable for the construction of the canal, above 
that place. 
Respectfully submitted, 
SIMEON GUILFORD, Engineer. 
July 1, 1827. 


Joint Report of Messrs. Guilford and Clinton on the Juni- 
ata location. 


To the honourable Board of Pennsyivania Canal Commis- 
sioners. 
GENTLEMEN, 

On the first of last month we had the honour of sub- 
mitting our views on the location ofa canal, from Lewis- 
tewn to the head of Duncan’s Island. We have since, 
in compliance with our instructions, completed the ne- 
cessary examinations below that point, and the surveys 
and soundings of the several proposed places of crossing 
the Susquehanna with a canal. We have now the ho- 
nour to mention the result, with a comparative estimate 
of the cost of the several places. 

The first consideration is the crossing of the Susque- 
hanna with adam. This latter work is necessary on the 
present location of the eastern division of the canal, and 
a dam is commenced for this purpose on Foster’s upper 
rift. 

The places that have been proposed to cross the Sus- 
quehanna, is at Duncan’s Lower Island and Clark’s Low- 
er Ferry. The dam constructing on Foster’s Rift will 
not raise the water sufficiently high to allow boats to 
cross in low water at Duncan’s Island. We consider 
the construction of a channel at that point impractica- 
ble. It would therefore be necessary, in crossing on a 
low level at this point, to construct a dam three feet 
high, the top of which to be only eighteen feet below 
the level established for the aqueduct. 

On a review of our several estimates, and a careful 
comparison, we are satisfied that the crossing of the ca- 
nal, either on a high or low level, at Duncan’s Lower 
Island, would be the most proper place. We would al- 
so remark, that if an aqueduct is necessary, that it would 
be much more economical to construct it at this time 
than hereafter. If the lower level should be adopted 
for the present, it will occasion the expenditure of fifty- 
eight thousand dollars, on works which will be render- 
ed entirely useless, should the aqueduct be found unne- 
cessary hereafter, which in our opinicn it will be. 

We beg leave to submit, for the consideration of the 
board, the following comparative estimates of the seve- 
ral plans: 

Estimate of the cost of uniting the Juniata and Sus- 
quehanna canals, near the head of Duncan’s Island, and 


constructing a canal upon a high level across the island, | 
for the purpose of crossing the Susquehanna river by an | 


aqueduct, or by a tow path connected with a turnpike 
bridge, above the mouth of the Juniata. 


Aqueduct across the Juniata, near the head 
Duncan’s Island 

Canal, from the junction to the point of Dun- 
can’s Island 


Aqueduct over Susquehanna 120,741 


Susquehanna 24,000 


Canal from the aqueduct to the eastern diyi- 
sion canal 








( 30,595 
Dam of stone across the Susquehanna at Fos- 

ter’s falls 16,650 

$ 240,687 

If an aqueduct is not constructed, there must 

be deducted from the above for the cost of 
the aqueduct, three locks of stone, and the 

dam at Foster’s falls 161,391 

$79,296 

Add for the turnpike and tow path bridge 73,043 

do. do. 3 locks of wood and rough stone 6,000 
Dam above mouth Juniata across Susque- 

hanna 9,157 

; 167,496 
Deduct from this sum the difference in cost 
of canal from the aqueduct to the eastern 

division on the low level 15,000 

$ 152,496 





Estimate of the cost of uniting the Juniata and Sus- 
quehanna canals, on the south side of the Juniata river, 
for the purpose of crossing the Susquehanna river at 
Clark’s lower ferry, by an aqueduct, or by a tow path, 
connected with a turnpike bridge. 








Juniata canal around Onion hill $ 57,092 
Susquehanna canal on Duncan’s Island 8,844 
Canal from junction to Clark’s lower ferry 6,144 
Aqueduct across Juniata river 30,582 
do. do. Sysquehanna river 151,776 
Dam of stone at Foster’s falls 16,650 
Vhree jocks of stune 24,600 
$ 295,088 
| If an aqueduct is not built, there must be de- 
ducted from the above, the cost of an 
| aqueduct and stone locks 175,776 
$119,312 
Add for the turnpike and tow path bridge 85,485 
do. do. three locks of wood and rough 
| stone 6,000. 
| do. do. turnpike, bridge and towing 
| path across the Juniata 14,869 
| a 
$ 225,666 





Estimate of uniting the canals upon a low level, and. 
_ crossing the Susquehanna river, by a tow path, connect- 
ed with a turnpike bridge at Clark’s ferry. 
| Tow path around Onion bottom hill, for the 


Juniata canal 8,739; 

' Dam across the Juniata 7,880, 
Canal on Duncan’s [sland 7,393 
| do. on west side of the Susquehanna 4,477 
| Bridge and tow path across the Susquehanna 85,485 
do. do. do. Juniata 22,343 
Dam at Foster’s falls 16,650 

| Five locks of wood and rough stone 9,000 
} a 
| $ 161,967 








| Estimate of the cost of uniting the Juniata and Sus- 
| quehanna canals upon a low level, and crossing the Sus- 
| quehanna river by a tow path connected with a turn- 
| pike bridge, above the mouth of the Juniata. 


$ 33,306! Tow path around Onion hill for Juniata 


| canal 8,739 


15,395 | Dam across the Juniata river 7,880 


| Tow path bridge across do. 8,500 
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Canal on Duncan’s Island 7,393 

Tarnpike and tow path bridge across the 
Susquehanna 73,043 

Canal from the bridge to eastern division of 
canal 15,595 
Dam of stone across the Susquehanna 9,157 
Five locks of wood and rough stone 9,000 
$ 159,307 


—_—_———_ 
—_—_— 








RECAPITULATION. 
Cost of uniting the canals on the north side of the Juni- 
ata, and crossing the Susquehanna by an aqueduct 





at Clark’s upper ferry $ 240,887 
Cost of uniting on the south side of Juniata, 

and crossing at Clark’s lower ferry 295,088 
Difference in favour of upper ferry $ 54,201 


Cost of uniting the canals at the above places on a high 
level with tow path bridges. 

At upper ferry 152,496 

Lower ferry 225,666 





Difference in favour of upper ferry $73,170 














The cost of canals on the low level for the purpose of 
crossing the Susquehanna with a tow path bridge. 


At Clark’s lower ferry $ 161,967 
do. upper ferry 139,307 
Difference in favour of upper ferry $ 22,660 


REMARKS. 
Ifthe canal should cross the Susquehanna river at any 
ma below Clark’s lower ferry, it will increase the 
ength of an aqueduct or bridge, more than eight hun- 
dred feet. Should they cross at Cove mountain, aque- 
ducts will be necessary over the Little Juniata and Sher- 
man’s creek. 
In estimating the expense of constructing the aque- 
ducts and bridges, calculations have been made for 
stone abutments and piers, with superstructures of wood. 


The piers of the aqueduct across the Susquehanna to be | 


one hundred feet span, and the bottom of the superstruc- 
tures twenty feet above the river, at low water. The 
= of the bridges are calculated to be two hundred 
ect span, and the aqueduct across the Juniata 50 feet 
span; the width of the aqueduct cightcen feet in the 
clear. 

In estimating the expense of uniting the Juniata and 
Susquehanna canals on a low level, with the eastern di- 

















of our people, and to prevent any trouble we come to 
Ey our former bond of friendship. When William 
Penn first came, he made a clear, and open road, all the 
way to the Indians; we desire the same may be kept 
open, that all obstructions may be removed, of which, 
on our side, we will take care. Let the peace be so 
firm, that you and us, joined hand in hand, even if the 
greatest tree falls, it shall not divide us. As our fathers 
have been in peace, so let us, and our children as they 
come into the world hereafter, be in peace, that it may 
be continued from generation to generation, forever.” 
Such were the noble sentiments, the grateful recol- 
lections, and the honourable desires, of that high-minded 
race; and the promulgation of them is the more remark- 
able, because, before the council terminated, the same 
chief uttered the complaint of his nation, in this fearless 
and sarcastic strain: ‘*I will now speak of the trade be- 
tween you and us. Jt has been like a house with two 
doors, one for us, and one for the English, but the goods 
were placed in the dark, so that we did not know how 
we were dealt with. We want the terms of trade set- 
tled, so that we may no longer be in danger of being 
cheated. We are often imposed upon by the lightness 
of your money. You certainly know the value of ours. 
I wish this evil put out of the way.”—Vaux’s Anniver- 
sary Discourse. 


-— 


CHESTER COUNTY CABINET OF NATURAL 
SCIENCE. 

We have been favoured with the Report of a Commit- 
tee of the **Chester County Cabinet of Natural Sci- 
ence,” from which we make some interesting extracts, 
not having space for the whole report. Such institu- 
tions, as the Atheneum (noticed in our last) and the 
Cabinet are highly creditable to Chester County, whose 
natural resources, if investigated with the zeal at present 
manifested, must soon beceme well ascertained—were 
| every county in the state to imitate the laudable exam- 
ple of Chester County, what an interesting amount of 
information, would in a few years be collected; and 
what a salutary tendency would such institutions have 
' to enlighten and enlarge the minds of the citizens! 


It does not appear that any thing had been done in 
ithe Science of Zoology, in Chester County; but the 
| study of Minerals received considerable attention, and 
| Botany was cultivated with much interest, at an early 

period. In the year 1774, the late Humphrey Marshall 
| established his Botanic Garden, at Marshallton: he appli- 





vision of the Pennsylvania canal, on a level three feet ed himself very diligently to the improvement of the 
higher than the canal is located at present, nothing has | place, and to the collection of plants, especially such as 
been added for the cost of a lock three feet, which | were indigenous to the United States. The Garden 
would be necessary. As the expense of the lock, if lo- | soon obtained a reputation; and for many years before 
cated about a mile and a half below the falls, would be | the death of Mr. Marshall, it had become an object of 
less than the expense of rock excavation which would | curiosity to men of science: Mr. Frederick Pursh in- 
be saved by such location, without increasing the wall- | forms us, that it was the first place of a Botanical cha- 


ing and embankment, or any part of the line. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Signed DE WITT CLINTON, Jr. 
SIMEON GUILFORD, 
Engineers. 
Harrisburg, August 2, 1827. 
(To be continued.) 

INDIAN SPEECH. 

A conference was held at Philadelphia in 1715, and 
attended by a large number of Delawares; on that occa- 
sion, Sassoonan, one of their chiefs, said,— 

“The calumet, which we carried to all the nations, 
we have now brought here;—it is a sure bond of peace 
amongst them, and between us and you;—we desire, by 
holding up our hands, that the God of heaven may wit- 


_racter visited by him, after his arrival in America. Af- 
| ter the decease of Mr. Humphrey Marshall, in the year 
| 1801, we believe that no improvements were made in 
|the garden, and since the death of Doctor Moses Mar- 
| shall, in 1813, the Botany of the place seems to have 
been entirely neglected, But it still exhibits many in- 
teresting relics, as pine and firtrees—the willow leaved 
and English oaks, the Kentucky nickar tree, the buck- 
eye, and several species of magnolia. The trees we 
have mentioned, with various interesting shrubs and 
herbaceous plants, which survive the general ruin, are 
memorials of the interest which was formerly taken in 
the garden by its venerable founder. 

Humphrey Marshall was born 10th October, 1722, 
O. S. in West-Bradford township, near the West Branch 
of the Brandywine, and died 5th Nov. 1801. His father, 


ness, that there may be a firm peace between you and | Abraham Marshall, emigrated from Derbyshire, En- 
us forever. We heard of some murmurs among some | gland, at the age of sixteen, having, about that time, be- 
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come a member of the society of Friends. He first set- 
tled near Darby, where he married, and shortly after- 
wards removed to the forks of the Brandywine, and pur- 
chased large tracts of land among the Indians. For 
many years he was a preacher among the Friends. He 
died at the advanced age of one hundred and three years, 
very highly respected. 

Humphrey received an ordinary English education, 
and went very little to school; what Latin he knew, he 
acquired by occasional lessons from a schoolmaster who 
was engaged in the neighbourhood. 
wholly self-taught, and as his father, by continued in- 
dustry, had obtained a large property, our Botanist was 
permitted to gratify his propensity for reading. 
tanical excursions, he was remarkable for the rapidity 
with which he detected plants; but towards the close of 
his life, he was afflicted with blindness. His disposition 
was benevofent, his judgment vigorous, his memory re- 
tentive. The science of plants was his favourite study, 
and before he established his botanic garden, at Marshall- 
ton, he had cultivated one on a smaller scale, on the 
aa now occupied by Joshua Marshall. In 1785, 

e published the Arbustum Americanum, or catalogue 
of American Forest Trees and Shrubs, in which he was 
assisted by his nephew, the late Doctor Moses Marshall, 
who was a botanist of considerable merit, and, at the 
request of his uncle, had travelled through many of the 
States, in search of American plants. 

The next garden in botanical importance is that 
founded by the late John Jackson, in the township of 
London-Grove. Mr. Jackson was a member of the So- 
ciety of Friends: he was an excellent gardener, and 
a highly respectable botanist. He was born in London- 
Grove, the 9th of November, 1748, and died in the 
same township, the 20th of December, 1821. The gar- 
den was commenced in the year 1776 or 1777: it con- 
tains about an acre anda half of ground, and is located 
in a lime-stone valley of extraordinary beauty and fertili- 
ty. Asmall green-house is attached to the place: a 
spring yielding an abundant supply of water, takes its 
rise near the centre of the garden, and affords an oppor- 
tunity for the growth of aquatic plants, and some others, 
which delight in a humid soil. The place presents a 
numerous collection of foreign and indigenous plants of 
much interest to the student of botany. Mr. Jackson | 
was a plain, unostentatious man, of mild and amiable 
manners, and sincere hospitality. He also paid atten- 
tion to mineralogy. His son, William Jackson, the pre- 
sent proprietor of the garden, inherits his father’s love 
for natural science, and employs himself in making gra- 
dual improvements in the establishment. 

Two brothers, Joshua and Samuel Pierce, about the | 
year 1809, commenced the cultivation of rare and inter- | 
esting trees, on their farm, in the township of East-Marl- | 
borough. The collection is particularly rich in hardy | 
evergreens from the northern regions of this continent: | 
the long and shaded avenues, in the summer time, exhi- | 
bit a beautiful scenery. Several springs exist at the 


He was almost | 


In bo- | 








educated, and had entered upon the study of botany as 
a science.—From the many notes and remarks left 
among his papers; since destroyed, relative to plants, 
their classification, &c. it may be presumed that he in- 
tended, at some period, to publish a work upon that 
subject. He was also versed in mineralogy; but the 
specimens which he left were not accompanied with any 
memoranda, to distinguish their character or location. 
He was an eminent surgeon and physician, and during 
the revolutionary war, he was engaged with honour in 
the continental service. He deceased May 11, 1813. 

Doctor William Baldwin, a very zealous botanist, was 
born in Newlin township, on the 29th of March, 1779: 
His father, Thomas Baldwin, was a preacher among the 
society of Friends. William received the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania, 
on the 10th of April, 1807, and in the autumn of 1811 
he removed to the Southern States. Mr. Elliott’s sketch 
bears ample testimony to the ability and extent of his 
researches, not to mention other publications. During 
his residence in the South, he traversed the greater part 
of East-Florida, and much of Georgia, on foot, in quest 
of plants. Many of the specimens collected by him, in 
that region, are contained in the Herbarium of our Ca- 
binet. In 1812 he was appointed a Surgeon in the Navy 
of the U. S. and in 1817 he made a voyage to Buenos 
Ayres, in a national vessel—during which voyage he 
made large additions to his botanical collections. By 
the appointment of government, he attended Major 
Long in his expedition to the Yellow Stone river, upom 
which occasion he fell a victim to the pulmonary con- 
sumption, which was hereditary in the family. He died 
on the Missouri, on the Ist Sept. 1819, universally re- 
gretted. A more amiable and genuine philanthropist 
has seldom lived: he was as free from guile, as the sim- 
ple Nature in which he so much delighted. At his death, 
his Herbarium, which was very large and valuable, pass- 
ed into the hands éf Zaccheus Collins, Esq. of Philadel- 
phia, who purchased it, as was understood, for the Aca- 
demy of Natural Sciences. 

Our situation forbids us to enlarge upon the charac- 
ter and botanical acquirements of Doctor William Dar- 
lington, but his merit is so well known to us that it is 
unnecessary to bestow any eulogy upon him. By bo< 
tanical exploration, in the vicinity of West-Chester, ac- 
companied with a familiar and easy mode of imparting 
instruction, he infused a love of Natural Science into 
many persons who are now engaged in the study of Nav 
ture. His persevering exertions contributed, in a great, 
measure, to the formation of our cabinet, and much Of 
the success which has attended our operations, is to be 
ascribed to his ardour in the cause. He deposited his 
extensive and valuable Herbarium in the cabinet, at the 
organization of the society; he assisted us also with do- 
nations of minerals; and, in the botanical department, 
almost every thing has been supplied by his skill and 
labour. 


Many other persons in Chester county, before the ca- 


eastern termination of the walks, the waters of which, | binet was instituted, had turned their attention both to 
being collected into a basin, have been partially applied | Botany and Mineralogy; but we do not know that any 
to plants of the aquatic kind. The taste and industry | of them had collected Herbaria, though several had 
of these gentlemen, have rendered their seat one of the | made collections of minerals. The cabinets of Doctors 
most delightful spots in Chester County. Such indica-| Alison and Michener are represented as being very re- 
tions of attachment to the amiable pursuits of Natural spectable. Mr. William Jackson, son of the late John 
Science, as are displayed in the establishments of Mr. | Jackson, and the present owner of the Botanic Garden 
Jackson and the Pierces, are highly creditable to the | in London-Grove, we have already noticed as a Botanist 


proprietors, and operate beneficially upon the commu-| and Mineralogist of considerable merit. Mr. Joel Bai- 
nity in which they are located. 


These it is believed, are all the establishments of a 
botanical character, heretofore made in Chester County; 
but, in addition to the gentlemen we have mentioned, 
we can name other native botanists of reputation. 

Doctor Francis Alison was born March 28, 1751, at 
New-London cross-roads, in this county. His father, 
shortly afterwards, removed with his family to Philadel- 
phia, and became well known asa celebrated teacher in 
the University of Pennsylvania. Francis was liberally 


ley, of East Marlborough, has devoted himself with much 
industry and success to the Science of Minerals, and his 
cabinet is represented as being the most extensive and 
scientific in the country. We must not omit the names 
of Lewis W. Williams, Abraham Marshall, Esq. and 
John W. Townsend, who are among the original mem- 
bers of the cabinet. These gentlemen generously pre- 
sented the society with the minerals they had collected, 
and by this seasonable supply, encouraged us in the la- 


bours which attended the commencement of our under- 
taking. 
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From the above review, it appears that at an early pe- 
riod, considerable knowledge was diffused over Chester 
county, in relation to Natural Science, and that many 
persons had been actively engaged in the study. But 
no connexion existed to concentrate the efforts, and 
stimulate the exertions of individuals. In the year 1825, 
several gentlemen were accustomed to assemble weekly, 
in the vicinity of West Chester, to accompany Doctor 
Darlington in his Botanical explorations. The associa- 
tion gradually formed by this means, presented a favour- 
able opportunity for instituting a permanent Society, for 
the cultivation of Natural Science. In this manner the 
Chester county cabinet was produced, having for its ob- 
ject the study of Nature, and more especially a collec- 
tion of the materials necessary for a complete natural his- 
tory of the county. . The Society held its first stated 
meeting the 18th March, 1826. The number of the 
members is at present twenty-five, and of the corres- 
pondents eleven: as the constitution requires that mem- 
bers and correspondents shall be admitted unanimously, 
by ballot, the number will probably be restricted, but 
the harmony of the Society will be less liable to inter- 
ruption. gn | 

Called into existence under such favourable circum- 
stances, located in a county distinguished for the variety 
and abundance of its mineral and botanical productions, 
€ncouraged and patronized by an intelligent and liberal 
tommunity, the Chester county cabinet, from the time 
of its formation, has progressed rapidly in accomplishing 
the purposes for which it was instituted. 

The cabinet has provided two cases for minerals and 
two herbaria, with the view of keeping the productions 
of our own region distinct from all others; by this plan 
we are able to ascertain immediately the nateral re- 
sources of Chester county. Our general cabinet con- 
tains three hundred and eighty-two specimens, and 
ninety-three distinct species, with numerous interesting 
varieties. The case for the mincrals of Chester county 
contains two hundred and sixty-six specimens, and about 


forty-seven distinct species; also a variety of Indian re- | 


lics and antiquities, which, at a future period will, no 
doubt, be regarded with strong curiosity. 

The Florula Cestrica, published by Doctor Darling- 
ton, in the spring of 1826, may be referred to, as con- 
taining the names of nearly all the plants deposited in 
the Herbarium for the productions of Chester county.— 
It enumerates seven hundred and thirty-five phenoga- 
mous plants, which are either indigenous or naturalized 
in Chester county; beside one hundred and eighteen 
which are cultivated for useful purposes. The general 


Herbarium belonging to the cabinet, contains upwards | 


of one thousand four hundred species, from places be- 
yond Chester county; of which number six hundred and 
seventy-three are from Europe. 

Of late a few of the members of the cabinet have turn- 
éd their attention to Zoology. Mr. David Townsend 
prepared and presented a variety of insects, and from 
his known zeal and perseverance, we have reason to be- 
lieve that he will continue his useful Jabours in this de- 
partment of science. Doctor Isaac Thomas is entitled 
to particular credit for his unwearied industry, and great 
taste and skill in collecting and preparing specimens in 
Ornithology: he has constantly proved himself to be a 
very zealous and useful member of the cabinet. We 
are indebted to him and to Doctor Wilmer Worthington 
and Mr. John Marshall, for several species of the Falco 
and the Strya—for.a preparation of the Larus canus— 
the Loxia cardinalis—and two specimens of the Canis 
Vulpes. The Stryxy nyctea was presented by General 
Cuningham, and the Colymbus glacialis by Samson Babb, 
Esq. The above notices embrace nearly all that has 
been done by the cabinet, in this department of Natural 
History; but we have no doubt that, as the society be- 
comes better established, individuals belonging to it 
will apply themselves, with success, to the various 
branches of Zoology. 

A large donation of Shells has been received by the 





wr from Doctor John T. Sharpless, of Philadel- 


phia. 
| Mr. William Nelson, of Downingtown, and Dr. M. 
| Comegys, of Philadelphia, some time since, presented 
us with a variety of scarce and antique coins, which are 
the more valuable, in our estimation, as they form a re- 
| spectable beginning for a collection of curiosities of this 
kind. 
The preceding sketches exhibit, in a general view,’ 
the progress made by the cabinet, in completing the 
purposes for which the society was formed. As the 
hidden resources of the county are explored, there is 
very little doubt that many valuable articles will be 
brought to light. Only a few of the townships have, as 
yet, been investigated with much accuracy, and even 
these, it is believed, will, on more minute inspection, be 
found to contain minerals that have not as yet been dis-. 
covered within their limits. The South West section 
of the county has been almost totally neglected. As it 
is located in the direction of the ranges of lime-stone, it 

is not improbable that it will be found to contain a por- 

tion of that valuable mineral. Of the other parts of 
| Chester county, the townships which contain the ridges 
| of Serpentine promise to be the most interesting to the 
| Naturalist ; for the Serpentine frequently contains a. 
| great variety of minerals, and, sometimes, valuable 
veins of Chromate of Lron. 








DIVIDENDS. 

| Philadelphia Bank for the last 6 months 24 per cent. 
| Commercial Bank do 3 do 

| Southwark Bank do 44 do 

| Mechanics’ Bank do 44 do 

| Kensington Bank do 44 do 

| Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank do 3 do 

| Bank of Northern Liberties do 5 do 

| Schuylkill Bank do 3 do 


| Bank of Germantown do 3 do 
| Frankford and Bristol Turnpike Company $2 per share. 


|  Southwark.—The following is the result of the elec. 
| tion for commissioners of the dsitrict of Southwark, held 
on Monday last, The five first named gentlemen are 
élected. 


Lemuel Paynter 892|Charles Finney 496 
‘John R. M‘Mullin 823!samuel Traner 384 
William Nesbitt 686|Daniel Green 295 
| ohn Keefe 670\George M‘Leod 75 
Dennis Sweeney 543\Jobn Diamond 74 


Penn Township.—-The following is the result of the 
election in Penn Township, on Monday. 
ist Tickets. 2d Tickets. 


| Benj. Davis 590|Benj. Davis 590 
, Dani. Hotz 501;— Walton 17t 
| Philip Lowry 468\J. Spackman 196 
Joseph Taylor 490|Lewis Lowry 192. 
'D. D. Erdman 465\Charles Souder 178 





Mr. Davis was on both Tickets. 

Bank of Penn Township. 
| Atan election for thirteen Directors for that Institu- 
tion, held at the Commissioners’ Hall on the 6th instant; 
| the vote resulted as follows, viz. 
| Daniel H. Miller 1415|Lawrence Shuster 206 








Joseph Tavlor 1425|David Woelper 203 
Dr. G. W. Riter 1269\James S. Spencer 60 
Nath. Davidson 2208|Elijah Dallet 275 
| Lewis Lowry 1340|James J. Rush 126 
| John M. Ogden 1316| Miles N. Carpenter 59 
| W. S. Frederic!: 1167|Charles King 100 
Gideon Scull 1416|Robert A. Parish 87 
An’y M‘Connell 1377|R. V. Masse 51 
James 8. Huber 1244/H. Frederickson 9 
| Isaac Koons 1351) Robert Parish 14 
| Ran. Hutchinson 1341 
| Jacob Alter 1374 





| Society for the Relief of Poor and Distressed Shipmas- 
lers,€ce.—Receipts during the vear $2,067 74—-Expend- 
ed in charities $1,876 19. 
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